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On Easter Sunday, the risen Jesus encounters
various individuals, such as Mary Magdalene and
Peter, and he also encounters ten disciples as a
community. We hear about this today. One of the
disciples, Thomas, was not present when Jesus
came. But he can only believe that Jesus has risen
If he sees Jesus himself. A week later, on the
Sunday after Easter, like today, Jesus also appears
to Thomas. We read the Bible passage from John
20 with assigned roles. Sajjad Taghidoust will

Interpret this reading in his sermon.
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19So when it was evening on that same
day, the first day of the week, though
the disciples were [meeting] behind
barred doors for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them, and said,
“Peace to you.”

20After He said this, He showed them
His hands and His side. When the
disciples saw the Lord, they were filled
with great joy.
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21Then Jesus said to them again,
“Peace to you; as the Father has
sent Me, | also send you [as My
representatives].”

22And when He said this, He
breathed on them and said to them,
“Recelve the Holy Spirit. [Acts

1:8; 2:1-3]

2311 you forgive the sins of anyone
they are forgiven [because of their
faith]; If you retain the sins of

anyone, they are retained [and
remain unforgiven because of their

unbelief].”



24But Thomas, one of the twelve
[disciples], who was called
Didymus (the twin), was not with
them when Jesus came.

2550 the other disciples kept
telling him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them,

“Unless | see in His hands the
marks of the nails, and put my
finger into the nail prints, and put
my hand into His side, | will never
believe.”




26EI1ght days later His disciples
were again inside the house, and
Thomas was with them. Jesus
came, though the doors had been
barred, and stood among them
and said, “Peace to you.”

27Then He said to Thomas,

“Reach here with your finger, and
see My hands; and put out your
hand and place it in My side. Do
not be unbelieving, but [stop
doubting and] believe.” [Luke
24:39]




28Thomas answered Him, “My
Lord and my God!”

29Jesus said to him, “Because
you have seen Me, do you now
believe? Blessed [happy,
spiritually secure, and favored by
God] are they who did not see

[Me] and yet believed [In Me].”
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1. The word "Hello" - in some languages: "Peace (be
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house, the first thing you say is hello. Every time you JJ\& DJA
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This word is basically there to start a connection and UA\ A ..,‘j\ O A o g d\_,_a_,\
conversation between people.

Every time you want to get in touch with someone, you
start with a greeting. The first word you want to learn




2. John reports that Jesus appeared in the
midst of the disciples, even though the
doors were locked. For Jesus, no door is
closed - He passes through every closed
door. Jesus appeared to His disciples at the
very moment when they were deeply In
despair and hopelessness. Their hope was
fading, and the doors were closed to them.
Fearing for their lives, they locked the
doors and prayed. And just at the moment
when you lose hope, Jesus comes in. No
door remains closed to Him.
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3. Jesus greets His disciples with the sign of daat 51 (>3 B Al
peace. A greeting that testifies to His return (R Ac g J-@-uu ‘\-AA ?M‘
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them.




4. At the same time, they had learned that
Jesus' tomb was empty and that His body
had disappeared - this filled them with new
fear. At night, they went to a secret place
and locked the doors from the inside.

And it is precisely In this situation that
Jesus suddenly reveals Himself before
them. His first sentence to the disciples is:
"Peace be with you." This greeting shows
the presence and peace of God. And with
this greeting the hearts of the disciples find
rest.
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5.1n this stormy world, we need the peace

of the Lord - someone whose presence fills

our hearts with strength and rest. In fact,

Jesus brought peace to the people. Even

His birth was associated with peace,

although He was to be eliminated. Later,

however, Jesus Christ and His followers

did not

seek revenge. His teachings and

miracles were full of healing, peace, and

tranqui
even as
reconci

Ity. And In the end, on the cross, He
Ked for forgiveness, peace and

lation for His enemies.
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6. Therefore, Jesus Christ can be called
the God of peace and tranquility In
hearts. 1. Corinthians 14:33 says: "For
God is not a God of disorder, but of
peace." Even the death of Jesus did not
bring us fear, but His crucifixion and
resurrection gave us inner peace and
reconciliation. The forgiveness of our

sins was made possible by His death.
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7. Jesus Christ says: "The peace | give you eM‘" CGA-MM B djﬁé \{
is different from the peace that the world ?M‘ e “JL‘N ESJ-L*‘;‘ LSJM
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definition of peace. In our lives, we have
peace when everything is ideal at work, In

the financial situation and in the family. A
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8. But Jesus Christ makes sure that your S yaray rial) & gy ST A
peace exists even in the midst of your éJJSLM PVSTEN: DTN ?M‘
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9. The first sentence that Jesus says to
His disciples Is: Just as the Father sent
me, | also send you. God had sent Jesus
to the disciples to bring them the good
news of the gospel and the forgiveness
of sins. And now the real task of the
disciples began: to proclaim this good
news not only to the Jews, but to all

people throughout the world.
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10. Many of us are often afraid or ashamed to ' - j‘ L;NM L | )JAS A
openly show our faith. While those who ‘JLGA ‘UL“‘ JLG—L‘ S \'4‘“

oppose Christ openly express their rejection U‘; Ule @“’d‘ }“UL’“ ‘—U’“
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began to proclaim the good news during the

most difficult time when their lives were
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become a Christian, many Christians pray
secretly in house churches. u S\

threatened. And today, in many countries of

the world, many people are Christians. Even in




11. While attending various Christian
conferences, | met someone who one
day shared his Christian testimony
before the whole congregation. He said
that he used to be involved In drug
smuggling In Iran, transporting drugs all
over the country with the help of his
friends. He had committed many crimes
In his life until he met someone in this

darkness who changed his life.
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12. After some time his heart was touched
by Christ and he came to faith. Today he
lives in Germany - and it Is interesting that
he Is now responsible for the distribution
and distribution of Bibles in Iran. Maybe
many Germans don't know It, but the Bible
IS banned in Iran. This friend, together with
the same friends with whom he used to be
a criminal, has now founded a group that
distributes Bibles and Gospels to interested

people throughout Iran.
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13. Sometimes a single small sentence
can act like a seed In a person's heart
and trigger a revolution in him. One of
our friends told us that one day he was
walking down a street in Hanover when

something apparently fell out of his

pocket. A young woman sitting at a

sidewalk café drinking coffee noticed it
and told him that something had fallen

out of his pocket.
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14. Our friend noticed it, thanked her and \-‘BJSMS eIk USJM LY AR

said "Jesus be your protector" and walked (R 6” &}“‘4 M d‘-ﬂ)
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on. A few minutes later, he realized that
this young German woman had followed
him and asked him: "What exactly did you

say to me? Have you talked about Jesus?
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May | talk to you a bit?" They started a ‘\.AJ\A} AJ:;\A AJA\.c uy\ 4\4\.».45\ 504
conversation, and a few months later, this du Sl uﬁ

young woman Is now an active worker and

servant in the church.




15. And it is also written that Jesus C& Z}‘-‘“ u‘ \-*‘”‘ uﬁs’“} =

breathed on them. In the book of Genesis, iy U‘ LFJS-‘M cﬁ ‘J—“ a@—‘l‘;
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believers are being breathed on. This time,

the Lord breathes His own Spirit, the Holy S
Spirit, into their hearts to dwell in them. In u‘ ‘m wﬁ‘ CJJ‘ UJSJ
| | culall e ale
== 9 s (e
order for us to have the Holy Spirit in us, It &

IS enough to believe in Jesus and His work

on the cross.




16. And what was the first message of
Jesus? His first message to the disciples
was forgiveness. The word
"forgiveness" and Its connection with
the death of Christ is mentioned several
times In the Gospel and the importance
of this topic Is shown. Forgiveness Is
the central goal of God's plan to lead
sinful people to eternal glory and

heaven.
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17. Billy Graham, the well-known -L’Q‘;M ‘e\-"")"; uJ“ Ja VY
Christian preacher, said: God did not ‘-9& ?J Al ) 1y el oaal
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create hell for humans at all. God loves

to lead every person into His kingdom Jady ) 13ed ¢ — doaY) 5Ll

and to eternal life - and for this He does p Lltba jae éj ﬂ;ﬂ JS

everything so that our sins are forgiven. S mﬁj ) 44 & 4d) \i |

Yes, He even sacrificed His only son for

US.




18. Now He expects you believers to
forgive one another, just as He forgives
you your sins. We expect forgiveness from

God, but often we ourselves are unwilling

to forgive the faults and sins of others. ?A:\"Q:T l;f;udujj;! \\{\i\:;\.uﬂ

CA.AJ \.u\ﬂ cc..q\.u.\ Ladic _eM_\\.L;j

When we forgive, we first give ourselves
peace and open the gates to God's grace
and forgiveness. This also strengthens our
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19. Thomas was one of the twelve disciples of B a2l aa) La s Q\S ) Q

Jesus, but he was not present that night. He is ‘)‘4\'5 USJ ej 4] P g;“y‘
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also called the "unbelieving Thomas" because

when the other disciples told him about the

return of Jesus, he was not willing to believe it. L@AM E‘J “&}“"“ °JJ‘U‘ UJ;'JAL}Q
He said: "Until | see him myself, | won't L{‘ﬁ“ ° Ju dM UJ >
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of need we often say: "God, if you are really \3 ‘1 1A <
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20. Doubts and asking questions can be helpful
If you are really looking for the truth and are
willing to open your eyes. To arrive at
certainty with a closed mind and a fixed mind
Is very difficult for people. Lately, I've been
seeing a statement on social media that says:
"Since cameras and technology have entered
people's lives, miracles don't happen anymore
- no stick turns into a snake, no sea splits, no
dead person comes to life." Unfortunately,
many of our believing friends also believe in
such statements without anyone giving an
answer.
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21. I would like to take this opportunity daa il o2a aie ] Gl 2l Y

to answer this question. Why did God fa KN d‘ﬁ“d‘ s e 43l
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He do this to show Himself or to flaunt 4513 e 1S ) jamall A
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perform miracles in the first place? Did

to reveal Himself to you people, so that | (ke ) JS A Ul = A Jial ¢
you may find the truth. God has eédw} 664\3\345 \33} LYY

communicated with people in every

time and historical epoch according to

the respective culture and language.




22. For thousands of years, sorcery has been one of
the most effective means of ruling over people.
Many rulers used the services of sorcerers to
exercise power over the people. That is why God
showed His power to mankind through
supernatural miracles - beyond any sorcery. He
spoke to the people in the language of their time.
At one time, it was necessary for a staff to turn into
a serpent for the people to believe. In another time,
the sea had to be parted to save their lives and
strengthen their faith. And in another time, it was
even necessary for a dead person to be brought
back to life.
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23. If you were to see such miracles on the 2L P
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The truth is, the time of metaphysical ) c\_a.q_u.\al_u.d\ ub;a,d\ (3o ) u\
miracles ended when humans reached a LQ‘ u\.w}!\ Jaaa g, Ladic csé—“‘

Internet today, you would probably say:

certain level of maturity - when God was ?J \"“m ‘ JA A L5J"'“"°

no longer unknown to them, but could be M} dA\S 55 4\43 S n
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plan, and has now entered the hearts of u-u—wd‘ ‘.—’jh

believers.




24. Dear believers, today you can feel the
miracles and the presence of God in your
lives. The miracle of God lies in the
opening of the knots of life, in the embrace
of your spouse, In the tenderness of your
child, in the fulfillment of your wishes, In
the prayer of your mother and in the smile
of your father. The miracle of God lies in
the scientist who discovers a vaccine that

saves the lives of thousands.
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25. The miracle of God lies in the heart ‘—‘35 Lﬁ uASA ) ; 5 A=A u\ Yo
of the musician and poet who, with his A (e LSJM el u—"-‘“ﬂ‘
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work of art, brings people's faith back to

God. Today you can see the miracle of
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languages, are together, have one heart ua’i‘

and love one another.




26. A week later, Jesus will again walk through
the closed doors and show Himself to the
disciples. This time Thomas was there. Jesus,

who loved Thomas very much, said to him:

'‘Come to me and lay your hand on my wounds,

that you may believe.' Thomas answered him:
'My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him:
'‘Because you have seen me, you believe.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.' Yes, our Lord is the God of the
Invisible world. Often some things cannot be

described.
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27. For example, If | ask you, who speak In

£

different languages, to draw a chair, you could UM/U}JM C).-.’ﬂ‘ e—“‘t\;ﬁ:
easily draw it in such a way that everyone ‘\'4-“‘)5 ‘;A“JJ C)‘ ¢ .
understands what it is. But if you are asked to dans ) (e Al sgn () SIS
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draw love or faith f God, |
raw love or faith or paint a picture of Go j‘ uwy‘ j‘ ‘ eMJ ESM JL
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each of you will create your own picture that

may not have any special meaning for others.
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It exactly. Yes, sometimes you have to look at JM u 5
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But it is your representation of God and




28. If we believe in a God who loves us
devotedly, then we can also believe that He
will do everything for our happiness, our well-
being and our rest, even If He has to sacrifice
His own Son for it. We all carry many
disappointments and sadness within us. In
front of us we see many closed doors. But
know that there is someone who can walk
through all these doors, take you in His arms
and heal your wounds. He comes to you and
greets you gently, you answer Him and greet
Him, open your heart to Him and can put the
helm of your life in His hands. Amen!
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