Introduction on 7 December 2025
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Advent means: God comes into this world. At
Christmas, He comes to us as a child in a
manger. On the second Sunday of Advent,
God's coming into this world has another
meaning. We don't just think of Jesus, the Son
of God, as a little child at Christmas. We also
think about the fact that at the end of time, Jesus
will return as Lord over all. The time before His
return will be difficult. But when Jesus is here,
all who trust in Him will be filled with joy. We
hear the reading from Luke 21. In his sermon,
Sajjad Taghidoust will explain this Bible
passage for us today.
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25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in
the moon, and in the stars;

and upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity;

the sea and the waves roaring;

26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after

those things which are coming on the earth:
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
27 And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud

with power and great glory.

28 And when these things begin to come to
pass,

then look up, and lift up your heads;

for your redemption draweth nigh.
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29 And he spake to them a parable;
Behold the fig tree, and all the trees;
30 When they now shoot forth,

ye see and know of your own selves
that summer is now nigh at hand.

31 So likewise ye, when ye see these
things come to pass,

know ye that the kingdom of God is
nigh at hand.

32 Verily | say unto you,

This generation shall not pass away,
till all be fulfilled.

33 Heaven and earth shall pass away:

but my words shall not pass away.
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34 And take heed to yourselves,
lest at any time your hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting,

and drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and so that day come upon you
unawares. 35 For as a snare shall it
come on all them that dwell on the
face of the whole earth.

36 Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man.
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Sermon by Sajjad Taghidoust for 7 December 2025, on
Luke 21:25-35

1. Before | begin my sermon, | would like

to ask a question that may sound familiar:

How and why were human beings
created? For thousands of years this
guestion has occupied the minds of many
scientists, thinkers, philosophers, and the

religions of this world: How did the world
come into being, and what is the purpose
of the creation of humankind?
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2. Many people in the world, those we call | ¢cpaalally () san (pan calladl 8 (Wil e S
atheists, hold the opinion that the origin | ddaa dayi culS Gl &5 ¢ oSl sl o) 5
of the universe and later of human beings |8 25 WS 3kl o ddacally (3885 ¢ 5 S ol 5
happened by chance, that everything GIA B palie S& sl QUST) (ST o g 500 4y
arose on the basis of coincidence and Gl e Glasl) GA A Js g (i) g allall
then developed further, as described in Aghds gy dl) b Cas

Darwin’s theory. But Holy Scripture speaks

directly of the creation of the world and
of humankind. It tells how the first human
being was formed from the dust of the
earth and called into existence, and how
God breathed His Spirit into him.




3. For millions of years the entire creation
- earth, sky, sun, and our solar system -
has functioned without any delay and
without its order ever collapsing. It is
possible that our household appliances
break down one day, but the order of
creation has never ceased to exist.
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4. And again Holy Scripture says: We have |a)¥) Gaael 2l 15 Al 5 pe uaiall QUSY) J iy
prepared the earth for the human being. |3uac <l yuadt 418 €Ly GBI Caoa Lol lus
And now: What is the purpose of the ondtal) QST ST (Aaald g 438 g 40 ) gla g ALy 5
creation of humankind? There are various |asis s ¥l e gl 2 s o) 4038 1y
physical, metaphysical, artistic, and ) Aipia

philosophical explanations for this. But
once again Holy Scripture answers: The

purpose is the dominion of the human
being over the earth and the fulfillment of
God’s will.




5. Now | would like to come to the actual
topic, which has to do with the words of
Jesus Christ Himself. In these verses, Jesus
announces a future that is mentioned
many times in the Holy Scriptures and
speaks of the end of an age. He speaks of
a time when fear, terror, and many events
will come upon the people of the earth.
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6. There Jesus speaks first of cosmic signs
- signs that will appear in the sun, moon,
and stars. He speaks of the roaring waves
of the sea and the shaking of the heavenly
powers. He speaks of signs that will cause
the order of the world to falter, of events
that will take place before the return of

the Son of Man. And this time the Son of
Man will bring everything to completion,
and the Kingdom of God will be fulfilled.
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7. But have we really already seen such
cosmic signs in a literal sense? Isn’t this
more like the claims of fortune-tellers
who say that the end of the world is near?
Or are these images not at least
reappearing in recent times? Are they not
incredibly relevant today? Are the
outward signs of climate change not an
indication that - to put it very simply -
everything will come to an end if we do
not change our course quickly? Do we not
experience this fear every day? And is it
not exactly as Luke describes it: “People
will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world”?
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8. Speaking about the end times is
something that has occupied people for
centuries. In every era people believed
that the end of the age was near.

Whenever a catastrophe struck the earth,

people considered it a sign of the end
times. The discussion about the end of
the age remains very current even today,
and countless books, films, and sermons
have dealt with this topic.
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9. But in our present time there are
catastrophes and crises that threaten the earth
more severely than in any previous historical
era. This does not concern just one particular
region or a single country - these crises
threaten the entire world. We even see many
wealthy and powerful people, out of fear of
these dangers, considering ideas such as
protective bunkers, underground cities, or even
living on other planets - and in some cases they
are already taking steps in that direction. And
this shows that these dangers are much more
serious than ordinary people may think.
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10. In 1930, two billion people lived on earth.
From 1930 to 1960 - within thirty years - the
world population rose to three billion. Fifteen
years later, in 1975, it reached four billion.
Eleven years after that, in 1986, this number
rose to five billion. Eight years later, in 1994,
the population stood at six billion. By the end
of the decade it had already surpassed the
seven-billion mark. Today we are approaching
eight billion people on this planet. Jesus Christ
said that before His return it will be as in the
days of Noah. Just as there was a population
explosion then, there will also be a population
explosion shortly before the second coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
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11. The uncontrolled population growth of
the past hundred years, enormous
environmental pollution, the decline of
forests and natural resources, the extinction
of animal species, severe global warming, the
massive shortage of water and energy in the
world, and drought are just some of the
catastrophes threatening the entire planet.
While these problems may have previously
affected only certain regions, today they
threaten the whole Earth. In addition, new,
unknown diseases such as Covid-19 emerge
and spread at a rapid pace. And aside from all
this - and perhaps even more importantly in
this context - there are modern wars with
highly advanced weapons and their use.

SL ads ¢ Jlell &gl clagaiall e 38l gaill
(S)lyml (el (bl gl (olyail cdangdall 3)lgalls
02V 343 E)lgS LS . Blaxlg (dBlallg cladl s
3 S (3999 .Ugys8E Bona (ol ddLo)| gl
B)yglaiedl doeluwdlg Lol gyl



12. Especially the existence of nuclear
bombs, which many countries allegedly
possess for their own security, represents
a potential threat to the entire planet.
These nuclear bombs could one day,
possibly sooner than we think, lead to an
irreversible catastrophe. A few years ago,
an accident at the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant caused one of Europe’s
largest environmental disasters.
Remarkably, no plants grow in that area to
this day. For many kilometers, there is no
drinkable water, and practically no one
can live in these regions anymore.
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13. And now imagine that one day a ruler | ) e b G g Lariay allall al&a aaf f 1 gl
of this world intentionally places a finger |JS $4 pull Giaaus Bl || pile sady (5 968 7 Dl
on the trigger of a nuclear weapon. What |cuasll ld 1agd s laliria ydall an JSUL o8
would happen to the people of this Earth? |.a8l sl e 13 Y& Gad 3l Aled e

All of these problems are difficulties
caused solely by us humans. We ourselves
have created this state of the world in

which we live. Therefore, given all these
potential threats, the possibility of an end
time is not far-fetched.




14. Do all these events happening now, Colal Al ) lalaall g Ealaall 3 JS i Ja
and the dangers threatening us, pointto | S ¢ Abd\ e i gl il Al o)) iy Gandl
the events of the end times? Some people |zl @Lw Lyl e Crusd misia R KY
think the end times mean the end of the | «darill 28y 5 caaa (e (a1 g il Ll
world. But that is not the case. According | .4 <all aSay

to the prophecy in Revelation, Christ will
come, save humanity and the Earth again,

bind Satan, and reign for a thousand
years.




15. This will be the beginning of a new era
for humanity, an era of peace, equality,
and without war. Jesus says that this time
is not the end, but like a rebirth. We are
not at the end of the world, but in the end
times. This is the promise of the Kingdom
of God, given to humanity. Yet in the end

times, many disasters will occur, and
people will be confronted with great fear.
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16. To believe in the prophecy of Jesus, G JB s AllS ) Hlaill 6K & gy B saty o LWESU
one only needs to look at these few o aa ad i s et ald ol 8 (Sl
words. Jesus said that soon not one stone | <2 (s 4o e 70 4iw 8 5aill Casaad M | jaa
would remain upon another in the Temple | .JSL JSued) Gl )l

of Jerusalem and that it would be

destroyed. These words come directly
from Jesus, and history shows that in the

year 70 AD, the entire Temple was
destroyed by the Romans, and Jesus’
words came true.




17. Jesus indeed shows His disciples signs | Jsiue (e dauial s ladle sdwadli el & g
about the future of the world and its end. | Jal ¢ Ja s aialSy G Lgia ¢ Ja (383 4lilgd 5 Allall
Some of these signs have already been Jai Gledle o sall daadla (5515 Sliluse (3ini
fulfilled so that we can trust in His truth, |5 sS ) geuiil ) g jemsd 108 Ay 38 aliaa o) e
and a large part will be fulfilled in the RUTRLANE

future, the signs of which we can clearly
recognize. These are signs showing that

His return is near. Therefore, He reminds
us: Be vigilant. Be attentive. Be ready.




18. And remember that Jesus is with us,
that His kingdom is among us, right here
and right now. We do not have to wait for
it, plan for it, prepare for it, or do anything
to bring His kingdom among us. It is
already present. The best way to be ready
for the coming of Christ is to never forget

His presence. Let us do this in faith. By
constantly being mindful of His presence,
we prepare ourselves for His coming.
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19. Jesus did not speak about the end
times to make us afraid, but so that we
may face it with hope and courage. He
speaks of a difficult and fearful time, but
should we therefore raise our hands and
surrender to fear? Jesus gives a different
advice: “When these things begin to
happen, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is near.”
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20. To stand up and lift your head is the |4 asall g aadll Sc gl Jll a8 )5 AL
opposite of bowing to fear. It is faith. Faith | JS YA (e duac 48y jhay Jeny ) 0L Gl L olal
that God works wonderfully through A ) o Ul Gl canddly b sl () 5 cp
everything. Faith that Christ will come in |l s ¢l da glaall (5 gall JS Ao i) 4 jative Baa
glory. Faith that there is a final goal for the | .4l A ellaw il & Sl

entire story, in which the Holy One will
triumph over all forces working against

Him. Faith that, ultimately, the Kingdom
of God will reign.




21. Patience is often a central theme in
this life for us as well. Patience in the face
of promises that have not yet been
fulfilled; patience amid illness, broken
relationships, and unfulfilled expectations
or hopes; patience even after our
endurance has already been exhausted.

Throughout history, Christians have been
subjected to severe persecution and
torture, and in various eras, they suffered
greatly.
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22. Remarkably, even today, although the |maawdl ae o)l ag ) ca sl s 40l Caugall
number of Christians is very large, they |85 .58 (Sl 8558 () saghaian agil W) ¢ juS
are strongly persecuted in many places. In | <8lad oy ya dspsadl Bliie) 1) L saae J 0
many countries, it is still a crime to ol ) agd ytue 2l giagall JaSy lld ma g ol
become a Christian, and severe BINRY

punishments are imposed. Yet newly
converted Christians continue on their

path of faith despite all dangers.




23. Even in the West today, in a world ol A g dat Blle 8 pall A S
increasingly leaning toward godlessness a@d e () siasall & g e Caaali o) Mg

or irreligion, it is not easy to speak about |« 1 ALY 1o g 4l Lo g8 128 5 () g2t
Jesus. Believers are mocked and criticized. opé.ﬁ 8 g dra o aSae Ciil agilCa calghaaY)
This is something Jesus fully predicted. He | .Vl s

said not to fear mockery and persecution,
because their true issue was with Jesus,

and they hated Him.




24. Those who are mocked or persecuted
for their faith receive special attention
from God according to Scripture. Most
people who have reported the sufferings
they endured for their faith shared one
thing in common: they said they had
never felt the presence of God as strongly
as during that time.
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25. Sometimes we ask God: “God, change
my situation so that | feel better.” But God
says: “I have arranged your situation to
change you and make you a better
person.” Perhaps instead of asking how
we can change our situation, we should
ask: What can | do so that this situation
changes me and makes me a more
complete person?
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26. According to scholars, the Kingdom of
God is present in the hearts of believers
until the end times, and afterward, God
will reign not only in hearts but also on
Earth, revealing His perfect kingdom to
humanity. In the Holy Book, the most
frequent title used to address God is
“King”. In many Psalms, God is praised as
the King of the universe, and His rule
encompasses the whole world and all
creatures.
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27. A king who has no weakness, one on
whom we can rely and place our hope like
on a mountain in times of difficulty. When
we see God in this way, we will surely
have no fear of the events of life. We will
not fear the future or what may come our
way, for He is our helper and will Himself
prepare the path of salvation. And the
most important prerequisite for this is
faith - a faith that remains faithful and
steadfast in all circumstances.
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28. The Lord’s Prayer is recited daily and
weekly by many Christians. We also pray
this prayer regularly in our congregation.
At the beginning of this prayer, we say:
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name; your kingdom come; your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.” This
prayer is something Jesus Christ explicitly
taught His disciples so that it would serve
as a model for prayer in the Holy
Scriptures. We recite it often, but we
rarely pay attention to what it truly means
and intends.
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29. The meaning of the Kingdom of God, | AUl ¢ aall ) ol Widla 4 "ail <& SLa"
which we mention in our prayer, is in LS ()Y e i @Sl (338 (s canall
reality precisely this second coming of Al O Slall 5 la 3 Ailes e Ja 138 5 celadl
Jesus Christ. He will realize the Kingdom | i sSldl ¢ oy ¢bai¥) ald ) il J saa 1 laina
of God on earth according to the Father’s |.o=)¥) ) oY)

will, as it is in heaven, and this indeed
points to the end times. The Kingdom of

God has, in truth, two meanings: first,
God entering into our hearts, and second,
the coming of the divine kingdom on
earth.




30. Jesus Christ came the first time to save
humanity from the state of sin and to
keep people away from sin through faith
in their hearts. And | believe that He will
come the second time to save humanity
from the sinful world and to cleanse the
earth from sin for the believers.
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31. In the book of Jeremiah, it is written
that the Lord is good to those who wait
for Him and to everyone who seeks Him.
It is good to hope silently in the salvation
of the Lord. The Holy Scriptures present
Jesus not only as the Savior but also as
our King. Jesus Christ was called King of
the Jewish people twice: once at His birth,
when the wise men sought Him and said
they were looking for the newborn child
who is the King of the Jews; and once at
His death, when it was written above His
cross: “The Messiah, the King of the
Jews.” This title had also been given to
Him by the people.
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32. In the book of Isaiah it says: They

shall beat their swords into plowshares,

and no one will wage war against
another anymore. Trust is not merely a
word. Trust, dear friends, is a decision.
It is a decision you make when the
ground beneath your feet begins to
slip, and you still choose to trust - even
when you do not understand the
reason. What matters is not seizing
control for yourself, but placing
yourself in His hands and trusting the
Lord.
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33. The word that is written in Holy
Scripture is not merely a story or a
historical epic. It is the Word of God
and of Jesus Christ, which gives us
direction, showing us how to be led
toward God’s purpose and how to
overcome the difficulties and
hardships of this world. In faith you
must reach a point where you say:
Lord, even if | do not understand all
this pain and suffering, | know that |
am not wiser than you, and | trust
you. Amen!
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Prayer Sajjad 7 December 2025

1. God, I thank you for showing me your love
and 1nviting me into your kingdom. God, I
thank you for taking us under your protection
and authority. God, I come before you with a
humble heart and soul and ask for your help.
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2. You who know my suffering and pain, I
need your healing word today. Speak to me,
God, refresh my soul and heal my wounds.
Lord Jesus Christ, I confess that you are my
Savior. You are my Healer. I will not be
afraid, for you are with me. God, I receive
strength from you, for those who wait on the

Lord will renew their strength.
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3. Heavenly Father, I thank you for giving me
a new day. Father, your presence will give me
security and peace today. My God, I do not
know what today will bring, but I am certain
that you go before me and keep evil away
from me. I am certain that you strengthen my
trembling knees so that I may walk in your
ways with steps of blessing and victory.
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4. I place everything that troubles me today
into your peaceful hands. I place all my fears,
worries, problems, and weaknesses 1n your
hands so that you may pour out peace in me
today through your good Spirit. Today I will
fear nothing, for you are with me and at my
side, walking with me.
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5. Heavenly Father, help me today to see the
world through your eyes, so that nothing can
disturb me. God, today I want to serve you
and place my time in your hands, not only
with words, but with all my heart and soul.
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6. God, today I place all my desires, longings,
and dreams in your hands, so that your will,
as 1n heaven, may also be done in my life.
Your good and pleasing will. In Jesus' name I
ask you with gratitude. Amen!
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