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1. As an image of Jesus, we mainly know
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Jesus on the cross. In the first centuries of

Chrisﬂanity, there were no such depicﬁons J< % “""““’““‘M L;Jy\ ()ﬁfm L3 ol ub
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Jesus on the cross. Instead, the first images

of Jesus show Him as the good shepherd. t\"d & W« Zj""‘d P er A




2. ]mmediately aﬁerwards, we see a
plcture ﬁfom the grd century, which is
therefore over 1750 years old. Here we
see Jesus as a shepherd carrying a lost

sheep on His shoulders. Today’s

reading from John 10 is also about Jesus
as the good shepherd. We will depict
what Jesus says here in a symbolic

pantomime. Later in the sermon, 1 will
explain what Jesus as the good
s’nep herd means for our faiﬂa today.
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John 10

1. ‘1 am the good shephevd. The good
shepherd gives his life for the sheep.
12. The hired man is not the shephewi

and does not own the sheep. So when the

hired man sees the wolf coming, he

leaves the sheep and runs away. Then
the wo bC attacks the ﬂock and scatters it.

13. The man runs away because he is a

hired man. He does not care about the

slneep.




14. 1 am the good shepherd. 1 know my

sheep, and my Sheep 'KVLOW me.

15. They know me just as the Father
knows me and 1 know the Father. And 1
give my l'gfe for the sheep.
16. 1 have other sheep that do not
belong to this sheepfo ld. 1 must Ioving
them in too. They also will listen to my

voice. Then there will be one ﬂock and
one shep herd.
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27. My sheep listen to my voice. |
know them, and they foﬂow me.

28. | give them eternal l'gfe, and t’ney

will never die. No one will steal them

out of my hand.

29. My Father, who has given them
to me, s greater than anyone. No
one can steal them out of my
Father’s hand. 30.1and the Father

are one.’




Sermon for 4 May 2025 on John
10, 11-16.27-30

Dear congregaﬁon.’

1. 1t is a beautiful image that Jesus chooses here
for the coexistence of H'Lmself and the peop le
who belong to Him, the Christians. 1t is not the
image of a ruler and his sub jects, the image of a
geneml and his soldiers, nor the image of an
entrepreneur and his emp [oyees.]esus and we
Christians - that is a shephevd and his shee}o. A
good shepherd to whom the sheep Ioelong, with

whom they are at home.
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2. Jesus is not a hired shepherd who herds
the sheep only for money - and in case of Lz d} T J" J @"‘“’ U""d Y

danger simply runs away and abandons the J - )5 S8 \1{& ubwg S (JUN Jo'
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them. His sheep know His voice and follow ATORA I

Him. No one can snatch them from Jesus'

hand. He leads them into eternal life - the d} a\, _,\,}) DLL ‘A}}Q’ AJ @M
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3. In the last episode of the Jesus film @N (’ua % oj\;}?\ aa)d-\ 3.y

"The Chosen", which we saw, it
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became clear: Jesus does not follow a
"standard path" with all His sheep, ol B " CU Y Can

His sheep are not Imfought into line -
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to proclaim His good news and heal ) VR L "
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4. A disciple, [it’de]ames, S himself
handicapped and asksjesus how, as

a handicapped man, he can heal the

handicapped. Jesus answers him:
you can. Now I won't heal you. You,
little James, are to be my witness
pvecisely as a person with a
disa’oi[i’cy. You should show peop le:
even with limitations 1 can pass on
Jesus' love.
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5. James should show that suﬁering S 56lal :U'“u\ SF b} L} uj-“-” Al iy .0

also part of life, and with Jesus 1 can ‘3—(5 ‘T o Lo 3\-;;\ akDss
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overcome them inwardly. This answer

of Jesus was probably not easy for little u\p e @“} J m\»}! o Ui . %
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6. Jesus, my good shepherd. What does

that mean for me, especiaﬂy on d'gfﬁcult

paths that 1 may be taking right now? 1
find answers in an Easter song. "O miracle

great. O strong hero! Where is an enemy

he does not faﬂ? No stone of fear lies so
heavy on me, it rolls it firom the door of the
heart. Hallelujah." (EG 11,11) The Fear

Stone - an allusion to the stone in front of
Jesus' tomb, which He effortlessly rolled

away as the Risen One.
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7. There are also oﬁen stones of our
feav on our hearts. 1s the tumor
malignant? Do 1 have to leave
Germany and live in misery
somewhere else? Will the constant

quarre s drive our family apart in the

end? Aﬁerwards, with big and small
fears, 1t oﬁen twrns out that the fear
was greater than the danger.
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8. But whatever it may be, Jesus
the Good Shep’nerd is with me. 1
can entrust all my fears and
worries to Him, just as a child
entrusts their fat’ner or mother.

And Jesus is not only a good

listener and comforter. Jesus is
also stronger than my fear and

what 1 am afraid of.




9. "How deep CYrOSS, aﬁlicﬁon, or torment:
my Saviour takes hold almighty, leads me
out with his hand. Whoever wants to hold
me will be put to shame. Hallelujah." (EG
1m,12) The good shepherd S genﬂe and
[oving to His sheep. But that doesn't make

Him harmless or powevless. He can
change anything that bothers me at any
time. ]fsomeone attacks his sheep, the
good shepherd can also do otherwise.
Almigh’cy he intervenes and leads me out

Of dang er.
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Unlike many of you, 1 ive in saf 95’“’&’&“&&10
10. Unlike many of you, | live in safe
conditions. But 1 also need the almigh’cy J&J" d‘.ﬂ Al JJJL

intervention of our Good Shepherd every \”ﬁ" J{ A3\ 09 v\{ x t\.,aﬁ
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ago. It was about the start of the service 5 ala) el 3 iond | T O‘\ Ry OK\:’\
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1. In a congregational meeting, the VI CRUSECI S PR EL&\ VAR

start of the service was to be voted on. 2l :‘”j*“ o) o i
The outcome was comp letely open. - '
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counted: a clear majority was for 10.30

am. A stone of fear fell from my heart. Ja Lﬁ‘b o~ Cij Lo M\j 5 <ulall
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12. And what Lf the diﬁiczult situation remains,
if Jesus does not heal us — like little James —
and twrn around our misery? ”]fClmrist lives,

why am 1sad? 1 know that he loves me dearly;

even gC all the world were to die away from me,

it would be enough for me to have Christ with ) \’j'\'\'“ 'S C’““‘L jS u‘ Lj’i L}’" |

e, Hallelvgah." Even gf the Good Shepherd ] S ng t\.,aj ch ) Jo-..\.a % jj e
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me, Jesus loves me, 1 am one with Him, even Lf ]

do not feel His Iolessings at the moment.




13. The Good Shepherd and His e PRy t\.d\ Lf\J‘S\ Y
Sheep. On the part of the sheep, on ch\)\: az:\ c\w\é\o- P9 cdb:;\

our part, trust in the Good Shepherd 2o U{ it Ll
is the key. The move 1 trust Jesus and Cat ) t

live my life with Him, the more 1 feel S5 3125\ cans @L’ S
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mind, we may think: Jesus cannot

always take care of little James, for ‘J.‘.';"A\ 9 ki f‘tr O @"‘"
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14. He also needs time for the other
discip les and the other peop le whom He
heals and to whom He proclaims His
word. With the resurrected, exalted
Jesus, it is different. He is God and has
100% time for each and every one of us,
so to speak. When we claim it, we don't
take any’ching away ﬁfom anyone. He
cares fov billions of Christians at the
same time. No problem fov Him. He is
happy when we entrust ourselves to

Him.
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15. His sheep, we, are not helpless 9
babies who cannot do anything | -2 #* S Jo (g Y
themselves. 1t is good if we take J Jaow Je Ll S J\ ey e
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us. It is good Lf we learn German

with discipl'me or live healthi[y. It U2 47 bl ) L\"@\’
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shepherds for ourselves as well. Ly
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16. Because Jesus is a good shepherd for (W J L; t\.,a Z' y @w Q J N

me, 1 also want to be a good shephevd fov 3
others: for my family, but also for many dhu e b \;\"0 \'&J U; J

other people Ioeyond. All concern fov L"“""’L’ f\c”“ J{ (‘m e U‘J“Q \"Q ugﬁ
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embraced on the care of] esus, our Good
Shep herd. 1 can a[ways ask Him and ask Vﬁa ‘j‘& tu

for His direction, His help, His 2 3~<f° (& J A3 9 e s 9 oJLu
intervention. He will not sit idle and Lol Liolzan _j) o ,\;Y
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17. The Kirchentag, a large meeting of
Protestant Christians in G ermany,
comes to an end ’coday in Hanover.
This K'chhentag is based on a Bible
text from 1 Corinthians 1613: "Be on
your guavd. Remain strong in the

fai’ch. Be brave." With this good
shepherd we can go forward with

courage and shrength and with a heart

of love into the cha“enges of our lives
and our world.
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18. For Jesus, our good shepherd, is with us.
He knows us, no one snatches us out of His
hand. He risks his l'gCe fov us. He has a
pevsona[ plan fov each and every one of them.
We can share our feavs with Him. He is
stronger than any’ching that oppresses us and
will intervene almigh’cy to he[p and protect us.
We trust Him. His care surrounds us at all
times and blesses our care for ourselves and
others. What should we be aﬁfaid of ? With
Jesus, our good shephevd, we go forward
cowageously, strongly, courageous ly. Because
" Hallelujah!

"l know that he loves me deavly.
Amen!
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