Introduction Reading 4
(]

1. We will now hear the reading about the
wise men from the East who come to the
manger of Jesus. They are wealthy, wise men
from the nations mentioned by Matthew in
chapter 2 of his Gospel. They then introduce
themselves in more detail: as wise men from
Africa, Persia, and Kurdistan.

2. King Herod in Jerusalem is their enemy. He
does not want to worship the Messiah Jesus
in the manger, but to destroy Him. We will
then hear a short excerpt from Johann
Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio relating
to this story. The message of this music is
that we can find a way to deal with our
enemies without submitting to them —
because Jesus lives with us.
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Matthew 2

1.)esus was born in Bethlehem in

Judea. This happened while Herod

was king of Judea. After Jesus’ birth,

Wise Men ﬁrom the east came to

Jerusalem.

2 .They asked, Where is the child
who has been born to be king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose.
Now we have come to worship him.”
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3. When King Herod heard about it, he was
very upset. Everyone in Jerusalem was troubled
too.

4. So Herod called together all the chief priests
of the peop le. He also called the teachers of the
law. He asked them where the Messiah was

going to be born.

5. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied. ‘This is
what the prop het has written. He said,

6. “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of]uda’n,

are certa'mly not the least important among the

towns of Judah. A ruler will come out of you. He

will rule my people 1srael like a shepherd.”’




7. Then Herod secretly called for the

Wise Men. He found out ﬁfom them
exacﬂy when the star had appeared.

8. He sent them to Bethlehem. He said,
‘Go and search cavefuﬂy fov the child. As
soon as you ﬁnd him, report it to me.
Then 1 can go and worship him too.”

9. After the Wise Men had listened to the

k'mg, ‘chey went on their way. The star

they had seen when it rose went ahead of

them. 1t ﬁna“y s’copped over the p[ace
where the child was.




10. When they saw the star, they were
ﬁ”ed with Joy.

11. The Wise Men went to the house.
There they saw the child with his mother
Mary. They bowed down and

worsh'qoped him. Then they opened their

treasures. They gave him go ld,
ﬁfankincense and mywh.
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44, Caspar: I come all the way from Africa; 44
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O child, in you! “God helps” is your name; oy cA.cL.u ‘m‘ L] dm.c; B
you are the Christ, God’s Son! A small child,

true, yet there 1s much poverty in our lands.

We need hope, we need light - and we find 1t,

yet full of power.




45. I want to love you and serve you!
The gold I have gathered far away from
here 1s my gift to you! You are yourself
the gold for us - love in person! The

gold from Africa, I want to place 1t into

your hands. You will need 1t for the

poor here, for giving yourself 1s your

very nature.
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46.  Melchior: My homeland is the realm 46

of the Persians; I am one of the wise ones | da 3 Ui FRI8™ J\é Jm - ,A.La 9
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anger, punishment, and wrath; we long for
love, forgiveness, and healing! We have
heard about you, O Jesus - one tells it to

another!




47.  To you, the Son of the Highest,
we set out, leaving our homeland
behind! I believe that one day you will
become the highest priest and sacrifice
yourself for all people. Then our guilt
will be forgiven, drowned 1n your

blood. So today I bring you incense, a

priestly sign - the sign of forgiveness.
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48. Balthasar: I come from 48

Kurdistan, from our school of the wise. A e ‘u\AMJ KN ed\ﬁ ul
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I am a teacher there, teaching our

Kurdish people. We are a people

several states. The rulers of this world Au (€ g ey u e u;m
have only oppressed us. We seek a Lord Aalldll Al cﬁ\dg dong) g
who loves, who gives Himself out of

sheer goodness.




12. But God warned them in a dream not

to go back to Herod. So, they returned to
their country on a diﬂ%ven’c road.




Introduction to the sermon 4

In the sermon, | imagine Jesus lying in
the manger in Bethlehem in 2026,
surrounded by Mary and Joseph. Three
people from today visit Jesus there: a
German civil servant, a Palestinian
woman from a refugee camp, and a
Ukrainian officer. They are, so to spealk,
wise men, kings of today. We hear
about what Jesus means to them. And
we can ask ourselves who Jesus is for
us today.
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Sermon for 4 January 2026 on the Kings

Dear congregation,

1. Michael has gotten lost. He no longer
knows where he is in the Dheisheh
refugee camp in Bethlehem.
Everywhere around him are makeshift
huts, and the streets are not paved.
Will he be able to get out of here?
Michael is in Israel on behalf of the
German government. The German
Minister of the Interior has sent him to
get a firsthand look at Israeli politics
towards refugees.
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2. “The Israelis treat their refugees
harshly. We can learn something from
their tough approach in Germany”, says
the minister. And so, Michael, who
speaks Arabic from his previous
diplomatic work, came here shortly

after Christmas, at the beginning of the
year 2026. Yes, he was also supposed to
visit refugee camps in the Palestinian
West Bank, where Palestinians have
lived for generations in some cases.
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3. Now, he seems to have finally
reached the end of this endless slum.
Up ahead is just a hut, and he can ask
there at which corner of Bethlehem he
is. In the hut — or is it more of a stable?
— there is a man and a woman and a
newborn child in a manger. Michael

immediately thinks of his grandson,

whom he has just met for the first time.
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4. It was just a few days ago that
Michael and his wife visited their
daughter and son-in-law in
Bremerhaven. That’s where Michael
first met little Noah. Strange, Michael
thinks, how much a newborn child can
radiate. From this child here in
Dheisheh in Bethlehem, Michael
immediately senses an even stronger
glow.
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5. The child reminds him of something.
It wasn’t long ago. Christmas — Michael
suddenly remembers. The baby Jesus.
We were all together on Christmas Eve
in a church near the New Harbor in
Bremerhaven. The Christmas story was
acted out by many foreign performers,

and it was connected with many
current issues.
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6. The pastors always pack the entire
misery of the world into the Christmas
services. It’s supposed to be about a
peaceful family atmosphere. Even at
the first Christmas, there was a holy
family — Mary, Joseph, and the baby
Jesus. Michael looks again at the young

parents and the child in the feeding
trough. Isn’t that ...?
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7. With a bit of broken Arabic, the man
greets the guest from Germany:
“Welcome, | am Joseph, my wife is
Mary, and our child is Jesus. We are
refugees here. It’s nice that you are
visiting our child. He is the Messiah, the
Savior of the world.” Joseph looks at

Michael’s fair skin and asks: “Are you
from Europe, from a Christian country?
Then you know who our son is.”
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8. Michael is quite taken aback by the
miraculous situation of meeting Joseph,
Mary, and Jesus here in Bethlehem in
2026, figures he has known since his
childhood. But the kindness of Joseph,
the smile of Mary, and the glow
emanating from the child make Michael

lose all his reservations, despite the
primitive stable. “l| am Michael from
Germany.”
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9. Normally, Michael would soon
introduce himself as “Government
Director in the Federal Ministry of the
Interior” to highlight his important
professional position. But here, it
seems completely inappropriate, so he
sits down on a simple chair in his

expensive coat. Strange, he thinks, I'm
in the CDU, and my party is named
after this child, who’s sleeping in the
manger and reminds me of my
grandson Noah.
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10. Then a young woman bursts into
the stable. “Am | here with the
Messiah?” she asks breathlessly in
Arabic. “Am | safe here?” Mary, who is
now nursing the baby Jesus, silently
nods to her and points to another chair

opposite Michael, where she should sit.

The woman, named Amal, tells her
story: “l ran away from home. Home -
it’s not far from here, also in Dheisheh.
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11. There, my husband, my in-laws, and
our five children live cramped together
in a 4-room apartment. My husband
and | always argue. It’s mostly about
our oldest son Mohammad, who just
turned 18. He wants to join a group for
the liberation of Palestine. He wants to

show the Israelis, our occupiers, what
he’s made of, as my husband says, and
give glory to Allah.
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12. But Mohammad would rather learn
and escape this misery here than
become a suicide bomber and
supposedly go to heaven. What kind of
cruel god is that, who takes pleasure in
killing people and rewards them for it, |
said to my husband. Then he hit me,

and | fled from home. | want to meet
the Messiah. | have an uncle in
Germany, and we always text on
WhatsApp.
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13. He is a follower of the Messiah and
always tells me: “Amal, you must meet
Jesus too. Then you will have peace in
your heart.” He keeps sending me
pictures: of him being submerged in
water and baptized. And of his church
by the water in Germany - | think it’s
called Bremerhaven. And also of a
Christmas play where Arabic speakers
take part.
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14. So | thought: | want to meet the
Messiah too, and people sent me here.
Joseph tells Amal: “There he is, in the
arms of his mother Mary.” And Amal
begins to cry — for the harsh world she
lives in as a Palestinian in Dheisheh, for
the cruel god she used to believe in,
and for the Messiah, whom Mary is
now gently rocking.
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15. The God who sent him must be
wonderful, thinks Amal. Without
violence, without war, He blesses us

with a little child and shows us His love.

Michael is deeply moved by Amal’s
words, which he understands in Arabic
to some extent, when another man
enters the small stable. Michael looks
at him while Amal now holds the baby
Jesus in her arms.
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16. A man in his forties, with lighter
hair than Michael’s, probably also
European. “My name is Igor, | am
Ukrainian”, he says in lvrit, the
language spoken in Israel. “Is this the
baby Jesus, the Son of God?” Igor falls
to his knees before the baby. “That |
can see you here, Son of God” — and
Igor’s eyes fill with tears.
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17. “My grandmother taught me to
believe in you, Lord Jesus, and | go to
church every Sunday, whenever | can.
But this Sunday, I’'m not going to
church, I’'m here with you, Son of God.”
And once again, Igor can’t continue
speaking because of the tears. “You
saved my life, Jesus, three years ago,
during the battle in Donbass.
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18. The Russian grenade only grazed
me, and | managed to escape from the
enemy before they could finish me off.
Thank you, Jesus.” And once again, Igor
is overwhelmed with emotion. “And
thank you, Jesus, that my wife and my
two children are safe in Germany.” He
continues in Ivrit, which Amal and
Michael both understand to some
degree, and Maria and Joseph
understand completely.
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19. “l just visited my family over
Christmas in Germany in their town by
the water — yes, the place is called
Bremerhaven. My wife played the
bandura at the Christmas service in a
Kreuzkirche. By the way, you may
wonder how | got here. I’'m a military
advisor to the Ukrainian government. In
terms of military defense and drones,
we’re learning a lot from the Israelis
right now.
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20. | took the day off today, Sunday,
and wanted to come here to
Bethlehem, where you were born,
Jesus. And then the Holy Spirit led me
to you, my Son of God.” By now,
Michael, the new grandfather, is
holding the baby Jesus, walking back

and forth in the small stable before
handing Him back to Joseph.
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21. The two men, Michael and Igor,
now talk about how they apparently
attended the same Christmas service in
Bremerhaven, and Amal mentions that
her uncle was also there, at the
Christmas Eve service at the
Kreuzkirche by the water. Then Amal
becomes serious again. She says: “I
want to become a Christian and live
with you forever, Jesus” and smiles at
the child.
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22. And she immediately realizes how
difficult it still is for her, and that her
oldest son Mohammad is still in danger,
as is she. Michael has become
thoughtful in the presence of the baby
Jesus, and he is deeply moved by Igor
and Amal’s faith. He has seen Jesus and
wants to live as a Christian.
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23. His mission to learn from Israel’s
tough stance on refugees and give
recommendations to his Minister of the
Interior now seems irrelevant, as he is
here with the holy refugee family, far
away. He communicates with Igor in
English, and together they decide to get
Amal and her children out of Dheisheh
and help them to be granted asylum in
Germany.
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24. Both step outside the stable to make
a phone call, and soon their plan is
ready. Michael, Amal, and Igor kneel
once more before the baby Jesus,
embrace Mary and Joseph, and then set
to work on freeing Amal and her
children from their oppressive situation.

Mary and Joseph wave, and the baby
Jesus smiles in Joseph’s arms as they
leave. Amen!
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