Introduction to Exodus 3:1-14

1. The ﬁvs’c book of the Bible in the Old
Testament — called Genesis — tells of
Abraham, ]saac,]acob and] oseph, the
progenitors of the peop le of Israel. At the
end of this ﬁrst book of the Bible, the
families of Jacob's sons settle in Egypt.
There they mu[ﬁp [y and are soon
oppressed and enslaved on the
Egyptians.
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2. The following book of Exodus and
another 3 books of the Bible then deal
with Moses. He ﬁrees the people of
Israel ﬁrom Egyptian slavery, he
receives the 10 commandments ﬁfom
God and leads the people of Tsrael
‘chrough the desert to the promised
land of Israel. In our Veading ﬁfom

Exodus 3, God calls Moses to lead His

peop le out of Egypt. This account is at
the Ioeginning of God's story with

Moses.

Dy 7y A i (JHI LS 2
S ¢ paill QS o (S S
oo Sl el s
oo ) bl L}L’J dypal) &35
Sl el jo JSul e %“J chl
BN °->fﬁi Ll )
and 35 guge dll oy 3 @}
3 Al M edn 3By pae o 7 A
et ol A A3 4\




Exodus 3

1. Moses was ’cak'mg care of the ﬂock of his
father-in-law Jethro. Jethro was the priest of
Midian. Moses led the ﬂock to the western side
of the desert. He came to Horeb. 1t was the

mountain of God.

2. There the angel of the LORD appeaved to
him from inside a buming bush. Moses saw
that the bush was on ﬁre. But it didn’t burn

up.
3. So Moses ‘chought, Tl go over and see this
strange sigh’c. Why doesn’t the bush burn up?’
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4. The LORD saw that Moses had gone over to
look. So God spoke to him ﬁom inside the
bush. He called out, ‘Moses! Moses!” ‘Here 1

am,” Moses said.

5. ‘Do not come any closer,” God said. ‘Take off

your S&VLO[&[S. T’ae place you are stand'mg on

is ho ly ground.’

6. He continued, 1 am the God of your father.
] am the God of Abraham. 1 am the God of
Isaac. And 1 am the God of Jacob.” When
Moses heard that, he turned his face away. He
was afraid to look at God.




7. The LORD said, ‘1 have seen how my people
are suﬁering in Egypt. 1 have heard them cry out
because of their slave drivers. 1 am concerned

about their suﬁeving.

8. So 1 have come down to save them ﬁrom the
Egyptians. | will ’oring them up out of that land. 1
will ’oring them into a good land. 1t has a lot of
room. It is a land that has plenty of milk and
honey. The Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites live there.

9. And now Israel’s cry for help has reached me. 1
have seen how Ioadly the Egyptians are treating
them.
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10. So now, go. | am sending you to
Pharaoh. 1 want you to Ioring the Israelites
out of Egypt. They are my people.’

11. But Moses spoke to God. ‘Who am 1 that
] should go to Pharaoh?’ he said. Who am
] that 1 should ’or'mg the Tsraelites out of

Egypt?’
12. God said, ‘1 will be with you. | will give
you a sign. It will prove that 1 have sent
you. When you have Iorough’c the peop le
out of Egypt, all of you will worsh'qo me on

this mountain.
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13. Moses said to God, ‘Suppose 1 go

to the people of Israel. Suppose | say
to them, “The God of your fa’chers
has sent me to you.” And suppose

they ask me, “What is his name?”
Then what should 1 tell them?’

14. God said to Moses, 1AM WHO 1
AM. Here is what you must say to
the 1sraelites. Tell them, “1 AM has

»H

sent me to you.




Sermon for 1 February 2026 on Exodus 3:1-14

Dear congregation,

1. Forty-five years ago, a new path
began for me. | started studying
theology. In a lecture hall at the Free
University of Berlin, in the spring of
1981, | attended a lecture on the
doctrine of God. The professor asked:

What does the Old Testament, which
we share with the Jewish people, tell us
about God? In doing so, he spoke about
the biblical text we had just heard - the
burning bush.
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2. The title of his lecture on the name of
God in this biblical text was: “The
Openness of God”. In a discussion
session accompanying the lecture, the
professor asked the students: What do
you associate with the “openness of
God”? One student said: | think that is a
wonderful statement about God - that He
IS open, open to us human beings.

2

roail) 138 B A anl (e Al palaa o)) gis IS
real) Miad) Sl Qi ABla By ald Likily
¢ ol zldily asgdas alia 2afg S by 13




3. | think of prayer. | read about this in the 3
Bible and experience it in my own life as O cdad)y 3Ll oda aaf rcullUal) gaa) culld
well: God allows Himself to be moved by ) cad Uide Aila - LAtETa Al (S
my prayer. He hears what | need and
directs His actions toward helping me.
How wonderful that God is so open to our
prayers!




4. Another student said about the
“openness of God”: This title makes me a
little uneasy. To me it sounds like God is
one way today and completely different
tomorrow - like a dictator who changes
his mind arbitrarily and on a whim. | think
God is above all reliable. With Him, |
know where | stand. Today He is faithful
to me, and tomorrow He will stand by me
as well. | canrely on Him.
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5. The professor said: | find your thoughts
on the “openness of God” very
interesting. From the Bible, | am
convinced that God is reliable. He is
faithful to us and lovingly turned toward
us. But God'’s reliability is not rigid or
cumbersome, as the laws of our state
sometimes are. God is reliable, and He is
open. He allows Himself to be moved by
our prayers and goes with us on our way
Into the future.
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6. Twenty years later. In a Bible study 6
group in my former congregation, in 2001, | 3 jfa il ZUily Jga aS S8 aal ;LY Q&
we spoke about the burning bush. After u‘-‘ @ﬁ"‘ U Cedlal) QUSY [ glata e g -?"‘Mm
reading the text, | asked the participants ol ) Adlal 0S) aa g W alia g (ol
what they liked about it. One man said: | A g i 68 Ul A LaS Aokl B gy g Baala
s g L0 glay Al aa) g o (B il g aal

Jiisal) (3 (b Lina

think it’s wonderful that God reveals
Himself to Moses here and tells him who
He is and what He intends to do. God
does not remain vague or obscure. He
wants to lead the people of Israel out of
slavery. God liberates. He also helps me
to live free from oppression.




/7. Awoman said: What | like about the
text is something else. God speaks to
Moses. God speaks and at the same time
hides Himself in the burning bush. God
reveals His name, and yet the name
remains a mystery to us. | think that is
good. We cannot define God or fully
comprehend Him.
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8. | said: | believe both belong together.
God reveals Himself to us human beings
- here to Moses and later in Jesus. He
shows us His love. At the same time, God
remains a mystery to us. God also
remains hidden. Only in eternal life will
we recognize Him face to face.
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9. “Then God said to Moses, ‘| will be
who | will be.”” (Exodus 3:14a) This is the
Old Testament, the Jewish name of God
- YHWH - which Jews do not pronounce
In this form. The translation of this
mysterious name is disputed. Some say
it must be translated: “l am who |l am.”

Others say it must be translated in the
future tense: “l will be who | will be.”

9
@Sﬁg&\_ﬁ]¢¢@u4m@@%:ﬁf$¢d@3
AA n\ \ﬂuueu'z\uﬁ‘m\ulu Aldaiiiall
LS\JJ\&SJLJ\M\MJMQ\@MYL\AYAM

Slals




10. Both translations make good sense
when speaking of God. “l am who lam.” |
think of the most recent Jesus film,
entitled The Last Miracle. Jesus raises
Lazarus, who has already been dead for
four days, and brings him back to life. A
deeply moving miracle.
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11. And yet there is one among the
disciples who does not rejoice that
Lazarus is alive again. Thomas has lost
his flancée Rama to the Roman
occupying forces and is deeply grieved.
He asks: If Jesus can bring Lazarus back
from death to life, why did He not also
raise my beloved Rama from the dead? “|
amwho |l am.”
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12. This is how | experience Jesus as a
Christian: He often helps me with the
small and great problems of my life.
Through His intervention, | manage things
| otherwise would not have been able to
manage. Heartfelt desires, before which
great and seemingly immovable
obstacles stood, suddenly - or gradually -
come true. In this sense, | and many
Christians with me experience many
“Lazarus moments” with Jesus, even if
they are not as spectacular as raising
someone from the dead.
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13. But do we not also know “Thomas
moments”? We pray and ask, but the
normal, often difficult course of the world
and of our lives simply continues. A
young person dies. Anillness is more
severe than expected. A change of regime
In a dictatorship does not occur despite
many protests, hopes, and prayers.

13

@A) g2 Uy 4 dis Laalina Lagd ¢piiaa yilf LilS
Ol g £ g (8 ald AT Ua SN (oa Ul

Cr Lo £ g Al Cua (B YY) 3 Jaaally

B A% 8ana abl dxy ) ey &igall




14. We Christians experience that Jesus
helps. But apparently He does not help
always and everywhere. “l am who | am/
That seems to be the case. Jesus heals
and helps as a sign of His love. And yet
we still live outside paradise. As
Christians, we stand with one foot in
heaven and the other foot on this earth,
with all the open questions that come
with it. “l am who | am.”

)
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15. “Trust me”, Jesus says to Thomas,
and he also says it to us. Trust me, | am
with you, even when it is difficult. Others
translate this name of God as “l will be

who | will be”. | also find that compelling.

Life with God, with Jesus, is - in the best
sense - an adventure. | do not yet know
where God will lead my life.
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16. He will say yes to many things | will
continue to hope for and pray for in the

future, and to some things He will say no.

Over my life, the great yes of His love will
continue to stand. It will be exciting to
grow older with God and to discover new
spaces of life.
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17. One day | will close my eyes forever.
What will come then? What will | then
experience with God? The Bible says: |
will sleep like Lazarus, and one day
Jesus will raise me. | will see the One in
whom | believe.
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18. Through the final judgment, Jesus
will lead me into eternal life. What will it
be like there? | am curious. God says: “I
will be who | will be.” Also with regard to
the future, Jesus says: Trust me, | will be
with you.
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19. Exodus 3. God shows Moses who He
Is. God is open to us, and He is reliable.
God reveals Himself and at the same
time remains a mystery. God says: “l am
who | am.” Jesus helps me again and
again, and sometimes | am also like
Thomas, disappointed that He does not
intervene. God says: “l will be who | will
be.” | look forward to the future with God -
In the years that lie ahead of me and in
life after death. Jesus is there and will be
there. Amen!
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