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Sermon on 2 Corinthians 3:12 for 1 March 2026 01.03.2026 by 3:12 4l gl ;oS Jga A

Dear congregation, 15 3 3adl delaadl Lyl
1. The Bible verse for this sermon is
fc?und In 2 Corinthians 3: “Therefore, uj ENgy aall al@J u*id‘ Sy U g
since we have such a hope through i . - ..
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Jesus, we are very confident and ) _
bold.” (2 Corinthians 3:12) Today is Wal g 05810 5 (a8 & JIA e Lasdae

the 1st of March, the meteorological (3:12 40l st ) S) Al
peginning of spring. Today, spring
begins. Over the past two months, it
nas been getting light earlier in the
morning and dark later in the
evening.




2. The first buds are visible, and
the first birds are returning from
their winter quarters. In recent
days, it has become noticeably
warmer. Yet overall, it is still
only a spring of hope. In March,
It can still be cold, wet, and
uncomfortable. But spring is
surely coming, and in one or
two months, nature and life
around us will look very
different.
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3. “Because we have such a great
hope through Jesus, we are confident
and courageous.” Today we baptized
little Joshua and entrusted him to the
God of love. Joshua is still a small
baby; we cannot yet truly

communicate with him, and in
everything he depends on our help.
In a year, things will already be
different - with speaking and walking
- and Joshua will continue to grow

happily.
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4. Today we also baptized Ghazal,
Tamim, and Mahboobeh. As adults,
they chose this step for themselves.
In baptism, you affirm that you are
Christians and want to live with
Jesus. Baptism is the beginning, and

we trust that your faith and your love
will grow.
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5. “Because we have such a great
hope through Jesus, we are confident
and courageous.” For four of you who
are living in church asylum, the end
of your Dublin deadline is hopefully
approaching. Soon, we hope, you will

be able to apply for asylum in
Germany. This is only the beginning
of a life in Germany, with many open
questions still ahead. Butitis a
beginning full of hope for a good and
secure life here in freedom.
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6. “Because we have such a great
hope through Jesus, we are confident
and courageous.” Sixteen years ago
today, | became pastor of the
Kreuzkirche. Twelve years ago, we
began as a congregation to support

refugees. In recent years, our church
board has been concerned with how
the future of the Kreuzkirche will
unfold. In the meantime, some things
have become clearer.
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/7. When | retire, there is going to be a
German pastor from the region who
will take on responsibility here. And
there is going to be an international
pastor who will provide spiritual
leadership for our international

congregation. Nothing is finalized
yet, butitis a good prospect. We also
have hope regarding our building. We
want to sell it and at the same time
remain in it.
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8. Here, too, nothing has been
decided yet, but we have taken a
step forward and continue to hope
and pray. “Because we have such a
great hope through Jesus, we are
confident and courageous.” The

beginning of spring - a time of hope.
In politics, hope is especially difficult
for us - too often we have been
disappointed. | am not speaking of
the situation in Germany, but of your
home countries.
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9. The winter war in Ukraine
continues unabated, and in Iran the
mullahs are still at the levers of
power. Negotiations with the USA are
underway - but too often there has
been no result. Nevertheless, even in
all this, we are not without hope. The
regime in Iran, which has killed many
of its own people, has no future and
will fall. Putin’s war against Ukraine
cannot continue forever.
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10. So despite all the darkness, we
are not without hope. The beginning
of spring. Every year, the creator
brings spring again, and everything
blooms and grows anew. Little
children grow up - a divine miracle.
As history shows, dictatorships are
temporary. A former German
president, a committed Christian,
once said: “The rulers of this world
will pass away, but our Lord comes.”
(Gustav Heinemann)
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11. The Kreuzkirche will, as we hope
and pray, continue on a good path in
the future. Baptism is the beginning
of the journey of faith, and then we
continue on with Jesus. “Because we
have such a great hope through
Jesus, we are confident and
courageous.”
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12. We have worries and hopes, we Al (o SIS JB ) ) gl (B QUail) 12
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we have Jesus. The Son of God who
loved me before | was born. Who

went to the cross for me, forgave all

my sins, and gave me a new life.




13. We have Jesus, who walks with
me invisibly day by day, who
strengthens and comforts me, who
helps me and gives me momentum.
We have Jesus, who goes with me
Into the future, who will give me

eternal life. Through Jesus, there is
already a great hope in our lives. | am
loved. | am forgiven. | am not alone. |
am helped. | recelve courage and
strength. With Jesus, | am
iIndestructible.
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14. And so | approach the tasks of my
life with confidence and courage.
Raising children is no easy task.
Starting over in Germany as a refugee
IS not easy. World politics in our time
Is often disturbing - and yet there is

one who reigns from above. Shaping
the church in a time of declining
church affiliation is a challenge.
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15. To live as a Christian is both joy
and responsibility. With Jesus, | have
hope in all these matters. | am
confident, | receive courage to
contribute myself, to take
responsibility, to dare things, to fight,
not to give up, and to rise again.
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16. With Jesus, there are good paths
In all areas of my life - and always
other paths as well, if one way
should be blocked. In spring, Jesus
went to the cross for us and rose
again. He is God who brings spring -

beautiful weather, but also spring in
the heart, peace on earth, hope
without end, courage and
confidence.
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17. “Because we have such a great
hope through Jesus, we are confident
and courageous.” Spring is coming.
Jesus is already here. With Him,
there is a strong hope in my life. | face
the challenges of my life with

confidence and courage, with Jesus
at my side. Amen!
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