Sermon for 14 April 2024: The path of faith
at different ages

Dear congregation!

1. Today | would like to talk about
the path of faith at different ages, In
childhood, as adults and as we grow
older. Those of us who come from a

Christian culture learned about the

Christian faith as children. They
were often baptized as a baby or
toddler and their grandmother or
mother prayed with them. Later, they
heard stories about Jesus In religious
education lessons at kindergarten or
school.
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2. In church, they may have attended ngy doll 4 ,,SS 3 )y o> \9
the children's service and later, as

teenagers, confirmation classes. Yes, Lo j ) 2> cg\.,.«{ RO\ Az g

God knows us from the very .. L A e e
beginning. A psalmist says: "Yes, | J2e -4 NWIRIPRCIP) o wd\

was still an embryo in my mother's ub L3 Coo da V*{‘v” uu} S|
womb, and your eyes already saw o

who | would become." (Ps 139:16ab vK v w{ J° s u) o ¢ d\
freely translated) "Since | was born, |

have been able to rely on you, God." @“A C’\”g' ( 71 ”ﬁf)
(Ps 71:6ab) Jesus praises childlike e L 1S5, AN (3 A gdal) i
trust in God and emphasizes: "Only i

those who allow themselves to be J‘L e 034*' (;\ ) Q;gi Gas

given the kingdom of God like a child ) : N .
will enter it." (Mark 10:15bc). (:315:10 80) "oy Sy

HJJ




3. Many of us only became Christians
as adults. The path to faith, the
relationship with Jesus, can be
compared with the relationship
between a man and a woman and how
such a relationship develops. In the
Old Testament, the Bible itself
compares the relationship between a
man and his unfaithful wife with God
and the people of Israel (Hosea
2:41f.3). In the New Testament, the
relationship between Jesus and us
Christians becomes a model for the
marriage of man and woman.
(Ephesians 5:21-33)
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4. A young man and a young o) (g Jo Loy Ol Oy 4
woman get to know each other. o - 5 K
They have also met Jesus - often W‘bﬁ 3 Pt do Ll 10

In their home country. Perhaps Loeans - 58 e ooy s e g,
through a work colleague who N

was a Christian. Or through a J& R s o
Jesus movie you saw on the wan Jo oladl Gy o)

Internet. Young people get to e sLA) | \
know each other and fall in love. : JUINT-TR-S

Life 1s full of magic and the other ) (-jj @ f«"“ Ay edl

person Is a wonderful person. 1)l 13 o 3 L)
Many of you have also fallen in e A ¢ gﬁ

love with Jesus, if | may say so. O\




5. "Yes, this is the one I've been VSL;,\S umw& EYREC

walting for so long. The God of
jove, a wonderful God full of || 4 &b 4l &t dl o 554 o L

mercy and peace. With Him | ‘5o rw Pars Lodsy dar)

find rest for my soul, with Him | ol A AL ] dae
am free." Young couples move e o C At ey

In together at some point, at Aoy 3 e il w\w.. Ll 3 s

least in Germany. They share 2my 20 dse gl 3Ly $ 5Ll L
everyday life together. Perhaps WC | _Ju ) ;;\:J |
there are misunderstandings and e O 5 ]

small conflicts here and there, e Sy Siny Lo s e Sl o,

but also a deeper understanding ol Lmad st s L5
of each other. Ness }5F o L2




6. Faith in Jesus also becomes
more concrete at some point.
Perhaps you now read the
Bible a lot and attend church.
Perhaps you also have many
guestions about faith.

Eventually, your faith becomes
deeper and clearer. Many
converts experience this phase
of "living together" with Jesus
In countries like Germany,
where they can live their faith
freely.
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/. After sometimes years of living
together, young couples ask
themselves the question: do we
want to belong together forever,
do we want to get married?
Anyone who has come to believe
In Jesus as an adult is also faced
with the question: Do | want to
make this faith permanent, say
goodbye to everything old and
belong to Jesus forever? The
wedding of a couple corresponds
to the baptism of a young
Christian.
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8. Baptism means: Jesus says = s @M u\ 5 dy3geall .8
yes to me personally without any

conditions. And | say yes to > Jgdl by Loy 2 “°\ 09 L

Jesus - not in order to achieve Ny 5T e g i - @Md

something else, but because | , e e e s
want to belong completely to 3 Foad Jo8b #1 oyl Y

Jesus in this life and for eternity. § 3 [l oin 3 .90 Uy sLd) ol

At this point, some people also T
hesitate before making the final LAY s Lol Wl jam 255

decision: before marriage or 5 o 0 skl s gLyl
even before baptism. May they Js S ) )8 dw

find the right path for Skl lag ol gy h3seal
themselves.




9. The New Testament says to all
those who follow the path of
faith: "You are all children of
God, because you have been
united to Jesus Christ through
faith. For you have all put on
Christ through baptism. And

through baptism you now belong
to him." (Galatians 3, 26+27) The
following applies to the children
of God: "God loved us with all
his love and made us alive
together with Christ." (Ephesians
2, 4b.5a)
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10. It is reported of the s e Ul e JE .10
first non-Jewish person to . 4| .

be baptized - an African S SN T A S
by the way - who was a 3 AW,y o8, - bl

finance minister In ol L
Ethiopia by profession: Jolyy" tdigh) o L)

"He continued on his way | =% Ly "7k ke adders

full of joy.” This probably § =, . SIS o K e lin
applies to all adults who o "
decide to live with Jesus. SN ol s




11. Couples often start a family after
getting married. They take on
responsibility for young children -
which Is often quite stressful - and
they now not only have to look after
themselves, but also a family. In
addition to the family, work Is very
Important in life. The same applies to

young Christians. They no longer live
their faith just for themselves. "Serve
one another - each with the gift he
has received. In this way you will
prove yourselves good stewards of
the grace that God gives in many
ways." (1 Peter 4:10)
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12. It is good for your faith If
you not only come to church
now and then, but also help
other people In everyday life
and tell them about Jesus. Many
of you also take on tasks In the
congregation: on the church
council, In the church service or
you work to ensure that we are
a welcoming congregation. In
doing so, you are serving Jesus
and other Christians - and
hopefully you enjoy It too.
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13. If you raise children and 5. cle, JubY\ iz o313 .13
work together as a couple,

everyday life together and

serving others can deepen

your relationship and your

love can mature. Some

people lose sight of each
other a little with all the
tasks as a couple. It 1s good
to take time together, to give
your partner attention and
tenderness.




14. It is also true for everyday life of
faith that serving others and also
some difficulties in life can deepen
our relationship with Jesus. But it Is
also important to keep focusing on
the core of our faith. So we are
admonished: "Work on exercising
your faith better and better!" (1
Timothy 4:7b) If we go down the
wrong path and lose sight of God for
a while, we can always turn back and
trust that "if we are unfaithful, God
will still remain faithful. For God
cannot be unfaithful to himself." (2
Timothy 2:13)
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15. When you are older In years
and have been a Christian for a
long time, new challenges arise.
You may become more relaxed in
some things, but life also
becomes more arduous. Perhaps
you need God's help In everyday
life right now. God says: "When
you are In need, call out to me!
Then | will save you and you will
honor me." (Psalm 50:15) And so
| experience: "l needed God's
help, and he helped me." (Psalm
116:6Db)
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16. God also promises us: "l § &l Gl umu‘ L) b bowy 116
will remain faithful to you

until you are old. I will carry s o Arle zjﬂ*’ c)\ 3
you until you have gray hairs. | <Jad o3 &Jujj Hall

| have done that and will 5 A ALl V\S
continue to do so. It is | who o S el J”JL“J >

carry you and save you!" 46 Lasl) JChalsl, Al Sl
(Isaiah 46:4) Beyond this life, )

God promises us: "Be faithful 55 sl oda aw ) bacy (4

until death, and | will give KT Sllaclis ol ) B
you the crown of life."

(Revelation 2:10de) (10 :2 b3,) «sl




17. The Christian faith is Kol o 2 gn sl L) 17

something for life: for children and % ~~ | L
young people, for older people and LﬂS u“J <u\~13 |y Jlabo™

for adults in between. Faith sl o LY >
changes with the years of life. Just =~ L 22 08 s

like the relationship between a J‘L Jor ) o 83 3 J&- 52 \53
man and a woman, the relationship ] 3 Lo sk gt po BY) 4l

with Jesus also develops at
different times. The main thing is: | Sble Jie” 5o @w) &“‘J Az

"Lead your life in such a way that " L4 Lol s
it is completely determined by (@“ﬂ) 345 Ayl

love (for Jesus). In the same way, ey avi (Lu C’“’L b 138
Christ loved us and gave his life T (255 )
for us.”" (Ephesians 5:2ab). Amen! S
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