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Psalm 107: 1-9

1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he
IS good,

for his steadfast love endures
forever!

2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say
SO,

whom he has redeemed from
trouble

3 and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
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4 Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;

5 hungry and thirsty,

their soul fainted within them.

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their
trouble,

and he delivered them from their
distress.

/7 He led them by a straight way

till they reached a city to dwell in.

8 Let them thank the Lord for his
steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children
of man!

9 For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good
things.
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23 Some went down to the sea in
ships,

doing business on the great waters;
24 they saw the deeds of the Lord,
his wondrous works in the deep.

25 For he commanded and raised
the stormy wind,

which lifted up the waves of the sea.
26 They mounted up to heaven; they
went down to the depths;

their courage melted away in their
evil plight;

27 they reeled and staggered like
drunken men

and were at their wits' end.

Gshalal Gl i el I ) 5 el 23

5 S0 o) 8 Shae

Ganl) B adilac g ) Jlael 1) a0 24
) 5sb 5 el ) 5 s3ems 26
OS5 Sl ey m S5 ¢y slasls 27



28 Then they cried to the Lord in their
trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress.

29 He made the storm be still,

and the waves of the sea were hushed.
30 Then they were glad that the waters
were quiet,

and he brought them to their desired
haven.

31 Let them thank the Lord for his
steadfast love,

for his wondrous works to the children of
man!

32 Let them extol him in the congregation
of the people,

and praise him in the assembly of the
elders.
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Introduction to Matthew 14:22-33

Today, as the Sail is happening, we hear and
see a story from

Matthew 14. It is about an experience that the
disciples have

with Jesus in the water of the Sea of Galilee.
That is why this

story became the theme of our right outer
church window at our

Kreuzkirche near the Weser River. While Jesus
retreats to a

mountain to pray, the disciples sail ahead on a
boat across the

Sea of Galilee. In strong winds, Jesus comes
to them on the

water, and Peter in particular experiences
Jesus as an encourager

and savior. This story, which we perform as a
pantomime, also

forms the basis of the sermon later on.
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Matthaus 14,22-33 VE AarYY-YY

22 Immediately he made the GO )5S () 2203 & gy yal 9 22
disciples getinto the boatand go = & sl o ja Lain (s AN ddall ) o s
before him to the other side, while 03 ey Jaall ) dmia agd pa () 229 23
he dismissed the crowds. (bl

23 And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up on the

mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone,
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26 But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were
terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and
they cried out in fear.

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “Take heart; itis|l. Do
not be afraid.”



28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if 5 jald il Ci€ o)) aa by (g yhay 41 Jad 28

it is you, command me to come to clall Ao el ) o
you on the water.” i g N fpa e yday J 3l Jlas Jl8d 29
29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out & sy ga e.ﬁ'jj clall e
of the boat and walked on the water o) aly Gla ~ ) sl Laie 414 30

and came to Jesus.

30 But when he saw the wind, he was
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried
out, “Lord, save me.”
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31 Jesus immediately reached out his Jul8 Ly JU y 4Susal 5 62 & guwy 20 Jla) 48 31

hand and took hold of him, saying to QG Jalal ylaal!
him, “O you of little faith, why did you ol el )l VLS ) Laxie 5 32
doubt?” all (ulild 3alimlly o lall 8 cpdll Didls 33

32 And when they got into the boat,
the wind ceased.
33 And those in the boat worshiped

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of
God.
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along the Sail, the tall a8l el pall hull Baaldey (Ola el
ships, the many food offerings, and 528 oS dliaal) Gilelallly g e SWall 3 43K
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light and summery life can be!



2. The disciples in our story do not il |3 &5 ol gl Ll 8 AuadUl) Ll 2

experience joy near the water Osdnmy byl pan e cadanig A s oLl
but rather distress in the water, on O \J_\_.s P I R 1 I (S N P &l \_,_u
the Sea of Galilee. “The boat CailS oy I O Al G\}Q‘y\ cal g ¢yl
was already far from land, and it was i) gall s38 Jia (24 114 i) «HuSlas
being battered by the N e TP

A A . g seadl 138 8 oS ol o) 5 il i Lgd e
waves because the wind was against AL

it.” (Matthew 14:24). We,
too, know such situations - though
likely not this weekend.
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from their increasingly
dangerous homelands to finally
reaching safety and employment
here in Germany.



4. Those among us who live in secure B iiae g yla 8 Uiy o sdumy i) W 4
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experience such situations more AN oy, Jaall (s gl aglaat 3 jlanl
rarely - where we are at the O A=)z laa) 10 (o g ad a
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feel helpless. But.e.ven they, il e s a1 A ey Lle Ji L
even we, know this: far from our Ll

usual sense of security, the

wind can blow harshly into our faces.
There are aspects of life

that weigh heavily upon us. That, it
seems, is simply part of

human life.



5. That is one side of our reality. The
other side is this: “Shortly

before dawn, Jesus went out to them
walking on the lake.”

(Matthew 14:25). We are not alone.
Jesus comes into our lives.

That is the transcendent side of our
existence - the beyond-

worldly, the divine.
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6. These days, many people among ) 9352 al & gal) Lnalina & Ul (e S 6

us no longer sense this Al Bladl e das gl Al 0dgn (9
religious side of life at all. For them, sl G Je i Jadd oo 41S Liadl 5 cagl
our entire reality consists Laly 8 oalead) e ddlal) oS3 o ylall
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circumstances. For the N . (L
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majority of migrants in our country, a

minority of the native

population, and the vast majority of
the world’s population, it’s
different.



7.Forus, itis clear: alongside, above, ) «dllia o) sl sl (e ¢pa Ll Aailly 7
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beyond this world and intervenes in Y
our lives. Followers of other T
religions have their own names and

explanations for this divine

presence.




8. We Christians say: Jesus is this
divine power and person. He

Is God. Jesus, who loves us and has
done everything for us so

that we are beloved children -
through everything and despite
everything. He is not a ghost, as the
disciples thought and as

atheists might think. Jesus is the God
of love and says to us:

“Take heart! Itis |. Do not be afraid.”
(Matthew 14:27b+c)
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O. “Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, ifitis
you, command me to come

to you on the water.” And Jesus said,
‘Come.”” (Matthew

14:28b-29a) To me, this is perhaps
the most relevant part of the

story today: Jesus gives me courage.

Just as He did for Peter

back then, He gives me courage to
overcome obstacles, to tackle

new and unfamiliar things, to move
forward and be strong.
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10. But we need to be cautious
before equating being a Christian
too closely with a certain cultural or
personal attitude of

boldness. Peter says: “Lord,
command me.” What does Jesus
command? In which direction does
He guide my life? One thing

IS certain: Jesus does not command
me to deceive others, to be
unfaithful to people, to be solely
focused on my own success at

the expense of others.
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11. He guides me in a different A ey s A1 Gk ) (Sad o i 11

direction and encourages me o adlal g e glasdl Jlaall ol
along the way: to make room for faith | Al 85 Lnainae 8 ¢ o (1 AN
in Him, and to stand up ‘Léhb&‘@j‘}jie%jjq@&\jcﬂg
for those who are vulnerable - in my " - Sy J\_gj ¥ g el il e

environment, in our

society, and in the world. To stand by
my spouse, in my family

with partners, children, and elderly
relatives.



12. To carry out my profession
faithfully and with passion. To

dare something new, meaningful,
and forward-looking in service

to God and to others. To accept the
challenges God sets before

me, to struggle, and to overcome
limits.
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13. We will need this courage from (0 P E s (e dcldll oda ) #Us5i 13
Jesus in a time when not Jr Ay gmaa ST i) auza g Jatd 448 2ay ]
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more fragile for everyone - especially, i
though not exclusively,

due to climate change and the

looming age of extreme heat.



14. Jesus will continue to give us
courage in the future - for the
challenges of our personal lives, of
our country, and of the

world. Jesus also says to me:
“Come.” And then | go forward

with courage and strength. “But when
Peter saw the wind, he

was afraid, and beginning to sink he
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’”
(Matthew 14:30)

Acladll Uaie il & Jaal sos & oo 14
Lali 5 cduad Bl Uil ibiaat dgal gal
ladie 5 ¢y 'Lb-\iujdjg-’&}*ﬂ A‘-ai\;
Jwahﬂuﬂj» oﬁjmmumw\
Cﬁscdﬂ\mjcu\aac@)ﬂo)ﬂuu)b
(30 :14 ) «l S ey b




16. Here | want to pause. In our liraing 8 O ca ol o i Ly 16

secular society, it’s no longer a A Gl Caan o el e (o Slladl
given to rely on God or to trustin e i o agall (e Gl £ g 35 o
?esus. That’s why |jc S so. | .5l Lﬁy D8 Al gl e s IS ey 12
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We are the ones who T T bady

decide how much space we give to
certain things in our lives
and what priorities we set.



15. That can - and will - happen to us
too, even as we move

forward courageously, and in other
areas of life as well. The

wind is strong. The problems don’t go
away. We won’t be

carried on a silver platter just
because we stand up for change.
Our courage may falter, we become
disheartened and fearful,

perhaps even endangered—and we
cry out: “Lord, help me!”
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17. Do we really need the flood of
Information and impressions

that constantly reach us through
social media and the internet?

We can also live with focus on what
truly matters. That includes

taking time for prayer - time to share
everything in our lives

with Jesus, to ask Him, to thank Him,
to reflect with Him on our

path.
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18. Those who practice this daily -
and many of us probably do,

each in our own way - will also, in
life’s big questions and

crises, be able to cry out in trust:
“Lord, save me!” “Immediately
Jesus reached out his hand and
caught him... Then they climbed
into the boat, and the wind died
down.” (Matthew 14:31a-32)
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19. “The wind was against them.”
(Matthew 14:24c) That’s life

- at least often. But the other side is:
Jesus is there and says:

“Take heart, itis |; do not be afraid.”
(Matthew 14:27b) When

both come together - our need and
Jesus - what happens is what

we see in the outer right stained glass
window of the church:
“Immediately Jesus reached out his
hand to him” and then “he

caught him.” (Matthew 14:31a-b)
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20. Jesus, who reaches out His hand rnal Ladie Jody day (631 ¢ gy 20

to me when things become pda — 3 yhad Lidle 84 Jba 8 Gbasil
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life and of our world - this Ly :é}éi o c_‘ja_u\ (o all el Ladic
Is the image that should remain with

(55 Caxial 38 oy o (3 g el
us from today’s story. ' i Ll

When | am afraid, | can cry out: “Lord,
help me” and trust: His
hand is already reaching out to me.



21. Another powerful image from the
earlier scene - when Jesus
encourages Peter to step out onto the
water - is this: Jesus places

His hand on my shoulder, says: “You
candoit” and gives me a

gentle push. | am allowed to practice
this every day: the courage

and trust that He is there, that He
helps, that He stands beside

me - in everyday life, at the Sail, in
times of crisis, today,

tomorrow, and forever. Amen!
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