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12:12-13, 15, 22-23a, 24abc, 28a 28 ‘@124 23-22 (15 13
1. Dear congregation, delaall A slal) Ll
A week ago we truly experienced
winter, with lots of snow, icy roads, 1
and cold winds. Buses and trains were | g sl ¢ 881 g (L8 pUG Lie &Mi J.8
not running, schools and events were Skl ZLil g 48130 5kl

canceled. The cold, the wind, the
storm caused us problems. At times,
though, we may also have felt like
going for a walk in the snow, feeling
the cold on our faces, looking at and
photographing the snowy landscape.




2. Afterwards, we were glad to be back } 2.
in our heated homes and enjoyed our cuadl g (Jardl (e il Uall) g cMALAL) udd g
“warm nest.” In winter, when itis cold AEN g Gl
outside, our need for warmth, security,
and a pleasant place of retreat
Increases. The Letter to the Hebrews
writes of a winter in a figurative sense.

It is addressed to a congregation that
has grown weary through exclusion.




3. “Strengthen the weary hands and .3
the weak knees, and make straight O isl) Clual ool g Ll 2l W la
paths for your feet, so that what is b grall
lame may not be put out of joint but
rather be healed. ... See to it that no
one falls short of the grace of God, and
that no bitter root grows up to cause

trouble and defile many.” (Hebrews
12:12-13, 15)




4. “Weary hands, weak knees.” 4.
Perhaps the challenges of aging and il B pdially aiaiod Ulal US dlld aag
illness are in our bones. Perhaps daplal) Jlaa Jaliig (Lia gag Ao 30l adiy
making progress toward a secure al) haiili g
stay in Germany is endlessly slow,

and every single step forward costs a

great deal of strength. Or perhaps the
amount of work overwhelms us, and
we hardly have time for anything
else.




9. “That no one falls behind.” Some of
the migrant Christians who used to
come to our congregation frequently
are now hardly to be seen. Are work
and family completely taking up their
time? Is the Christian faith no longer
as important in an orderly daily
routine, or are they living it in a
different way now?
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6. Fewer new people are coming to
our congregation because it has
become difficult for refugees to come
to Germany. “A shoot from a
poisonous root.” Many have been
coming to our congregation for a long
time or are now living here in the

building for several months.
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/. When people know one another
better, tensions sometimes arise.
Those who have experienced a great
deal also carry disappointments. It is
iImportant that these do not turn into
lasting bitterness, but that the soul
finds peace again and people discover
new paths together. Added to this are
worries about the situation of our
world.
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8. Trump and other right-wing radicals
are dividing Western countries and
threatening what is good and has been
good about them: the rule of law,
democracy, openness to the world.
Much is being negotiated about
Ukraine, but the war continues
through this winter. In Iran, protest
against the Islamist regime is growing:
will it bring only brutal violence from
those in power, or one day liberation
from their dictatorship?
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9. Thus, in our often gray and cold
times, the need for security grows In
an insecure world. We long to be
strengthened in body and soul. We
desire healing for our wounds and
disappointments. We seek
togetherness in a time when many are
alone. What helps us here? The Letter
to the Hebrews encourages us from
God, from Jesus, from the heavenly
world.
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10. You have come to Mount Zion and
to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to
thousands upon thousands of angels
In joyful assembly, to the church of the
firstborn, whose names are written in
heaven. ... You have come to Jesus,
the mediator of a new covenant, and
to the sprinkled blood ...”
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11. “We are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken.” (Hebrews 12:22,
23a, 24abc, 28a) The Letter to the
Hebrews begins these sentences with
“You have come.” We already belong
to God. In our insecure world, this
gives me security: “You have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem.”
(Hebrews 12:22abc)
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12. And: “We are receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken.” (Hebrews
12:28a) Not perhaps, but: we are
receiving this kingdom. One thing in
our lives is certain: we already belong
to the heavenly Jerusalem. On Mount
Zion, in this city of God, we are
protected.
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13. The kingdom we receive is ; 13.
unshakable. Everything on earth is Cralgal) Omasal) (ar — «aa) Qi Y Sy

shakable, vulnerable, destructible: G939 1939m ol Whislaa ) 1288 ¢y 5l ) 5lS )
every good or bad political order, every OY) ) s
body and every soul. But the kingdom
of God, in which we as Christians

already live, is unshakable,
iInvulnerable, and indestructible.




14. We must not direct our need for 14.
security toward things that are al o) (Jalslly Alilall g Jand) JELEa agidd) Lay
themselves vulnerable, dissolvable, Aagal) agilia B dwadi lSal) Jing Glag¥) 2
and human-made. Only with God, in
his kingdom that cannot be dissolved
by anything, am | truly secure.




15.

In our Kreuzkirche congregation we
seek cohesion, a community in which
we feel alive and safe. As refugees from
countries shaped by war and
oppression, we seek a new home. We
want to belong to a good community,
one that supports us and in which we
feel at home.
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16. It is good, then, that we are part of
a worldwide community that even
encompasses heaven: “You have
come to thousands upon thousands
of angels in joyful assembly, to the
church of the firstborn, whose names

are written in heaven.” (Hebrews
12:22d-23ab)
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17.

Sometimes we are tired, lame,
disappointed, or perhaps even bitter.
Then we long for strengthening of body
and soul, for healing and inner peace.
Where do we go with this? The Letter
to the Hebrews says: “You have come
to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood.”
(Hebrews 12:24abc)
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18. We are connected to Jesus, the
source, the water of life: we cast our
weariness, weakness,
disappointment, and bitterness into
this river of life in prayer. We entrust
them to the one who is always awake
for us, full of strength, the God of love

and peace.
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19. From his source flow courage, 19.

strength, confidence, and the ) Al galall g oLl Uiday A 3143y 1agd
willingness for reconciliation back into (sl el g slBal ) g olad)
our lives. With firm steps, with new
hope and peace in our hearts, we
continue on our way.




20. Jesus strengthens our body and
our soul; he is our healing power. His
community, which gives cohesion,
transcends the boundaries of
countries and times, heaven and
earth. And God gives a security that no
Idea, no system, no human being can
give us—a security that cannot be
shaken. Amen.
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