Sermon for 2 August 2202 on 1
Peter (1:3c—4a; 1:6b-7b; 4:10a)

Dear brothers and sisters,

1 In our Ukrainian Bible study group, we
have been reading the First Letter of
Peter. Today | would like to share with
you what has become especially
Important to me for my faith and for my
life as a Christian. "God has given us a
living hope because Jesus Christ has
been raised from the dead. Itis the
hope of an imperishable inheritance
that can never perish.”" (1 Peter 1:3c-4a)
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2 Christians are people of hope. Like
everyone else, we experience both
joyful and difficult times. But even in the
darkest moments, we never lose hope.
The hope we have as Christians is not
simply the hope that things will
somehow get better in the future. Our

hope has a name: Jesus. Jesus has
been raised from the dead. He is
stronger than death, and therefore
stronger than anything else in this
world.
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3 And because we are united with
Jesus, we too are stronger than death
and stronger than anything that stands
against us. That means we always
have hope - a hope that cannot be
destroyed in this life. And our hope
does not end at the boundary of

death. After death, the "imperishable
Inheritance" awaits us: eternal life,
paradise.
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4 The gate to life stands open. The way
Is clear. In the end, everything will be
made right. These words about the
living and imperishable hope in 1 Peter
1 give us, so to speak, heavenly wings.
They enable us to move toward the
future with confidence, energy, and
trust in God. But the very next verses in
1 Peter bring us back down to earth - to
the often difficult reality of the present,
to the suffering and challenges of our
lives.
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S "For a little while you may have to
suffer various trials. These have come
so that the genuineness of your faith
may be proved. Your faith is more
precious than gold, which perishes
even though it is refined by fire." (1 Peter
1:6b-7b) Our faith is tested in times of

hardship and painful experiences.
Through these trials it is purified and it
matures.
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6 How have | experienced this as the
pastor of this congregation? There
have been many crises that
challenged me, and the path of our
congregation has rarely been smooth.
Yet | have learned a great deal through
those difficult times and have grown

because of them. Looking back, | do
not say "If only everything had been
much easier".
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/ It was good the way it was. The Holy
Spirit gave me the strength to
persevere, and Jesus strengthened
and supported me. One of the last
struggles | faced was the effort to
extend my ministry as pastor of
Kreuzkirche beyond the normal

retirement age. Many of you supported
us in that effort. We did not win that
battle. But things are as they are, and |
am no longer upset about it.
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8 | have accepted that | will retire at
the end of August, and | am even
looking forward to it a little. | also
believe that Kreuzkirche will continue
on a good path without us, because
Jesus will remain by its side. | have
made peace with this lost battle. |

believe that God has allowed things to
unfold this way, and if that is so, then it
Is good. It also means that new and
good opportunities lie ahead.
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9 This is what matters most to me: in
difficult times, in trials, and in
suffering, | am not dealing only with
the people who make life hard for me,
who hold me back, or who force me
onto paths | never wanted to take. In
all these challenges, | am also

wrestling with God, who stands
behind them, who allows me to face
hardship, who leads me to grow, and
who calls me to walk new and
unfamiliar paths.
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10 Only from God - and from God
alone - can | accept that difficult
times are part of my life. From
people, that is much harder. But God
does not merely place me in difficult
situations; He also helps me find my

way through them. Trusting God in
difficult times does not mean
passively accepting everything. For
me, trusting God - trusting Jesus - in
times of hardship means this:
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11 | trust that He can and will help
me in my struggles. | pray to Him
again and again. | do not rely only on
my own strength. | trust Jesus, who is
Invisibly present with me, who can
Intervene at any time and in every
situation, and who can change or
remove the burdens that weigh me
down.

11
25 Y Al \a\éﬂ\@.&@&\ o)

sy Gy o 20 S Jdl
D8 & g b & o Aalls
LA“A‘ SHA @DM@@MLMJ

@jsépm\‘yjcb\)&jb\fu\
e rala g g b @ ds daas
s oMy phia e 5 e
S Al ) eV g Jadiy o)) ddaal
b el




12 In difficult times | also trust that
Jesus gives me the strength to keep
fighting for the goals He has given me
In His service - to overcome
obstacles or find ways around them
and to reach the goal. Finally, trusting
God and trusting Jesus also means
accepting that God, that Jesus may
lovingly say "No" to my wishes and
my plans.
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13 For me, faith in Jesus means
holding these two things together:
fighting with determination and
accepting defeat with humility.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer called this
"resistance and surrender". He fought
against the Nazis and against a church

that had surrendered to Nazi ideology,
and in the end he accepted even his
execution by the Nazis as something
that God had permitted.
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14 |In practical terms, this means
continuing to fight for good purposes
- for God's kingdom, for health, for
the well-being of others, and for
much more - as long as it is possible.
We continue until it becomes
unmistakably clear that we can go no
further, until God says "No", sets a
limit, and | entrust myself completely
Into His loving arms.
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15 We have an indestructible hope
because Jesus is stronger than death
- and because we belong to Him. But
this hope is grounded in another
reality: the times of earthly life, the
times of pain, the times of struggle,

In which Jesus helps me every single
day. He gives me the strength to fight,
the strength to persevere, and the
strength to accept his healing "No"
whenever it comes. And now, one
final thought.
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16 "Serve one another, each
according to the gift you have
received." (1 Peter 4:10a) To live
as a Christian means to serve
Jesus and to serve other people.
Of course we are also meant to

enjoy life. We have free time, we
relax, we spend time with
friends.
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17 But our lives find their deepest
fulfillment when we realize ourselves
in serving God and serving others,
iInstead of revolving only around
ourselves. Life flourishes when we
use the gifts God has given us to

serve other people and to serve
Jesus - in language classes, In
education and work, in our families,
In the church, and in the simple,
spontaneous acts of helping others.
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18 Such service challenges me, but it also
gives my life meaning and direction. An
experienced Christian from the eighteenth
century expressed it this way:

"Let us ask where there is work to be done.
Let us not lose heart because of the task
before us, but gladly take up the effort and
carry our stones to God's building site. Our
bodies may grow weary, but we continue in
peace, never separated from Jesus - and
therefore we do not truly die." (Nicolaus
Ludwig von Zinzendorf, adapted from
Evangelisches Gesangbuch 254, verses 1
and 4)

Amen!
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