Matthew 5:3-12

3 “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be
comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth.
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6 Blessed are those who aety ol ) ilaall g e ball o5da 6

hunger and thirst for ()5t
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/ Blessed are the merciful, for .l ;e aey EM‘ &\_LA a9
they will receive mercy. 5
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

O Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.
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10 Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when
people insult you, persecute
you and falsely say all kinds of

evil against you because of me.

12 Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who
were before you.
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Introduction

Today is the Sunday of Matthew: the tax
collector who became a disciple of Jesus;
one of the twelve apostles whom Jesus
sent out into the world after His
resurrection; the man after whom

the later Gospel of Matthew was named.
At the beginning of the service, we heard
the Beatitudes of Jesus from the Gospel of
Matthew. Now we will watch a scene
from the Jesus film The Chosen. In it, we
see how Jesus calls the tax collector
Matthew to become His disciple.

After that, we will hear words of Nura and
Sanaz as a profession of faith. In the
sermon, | will speak about the message
that Matthew gives us to take with us on
our iournev.
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sermon dBe 4a

Dear congregation! * ) gazanll L;\J'gi
1. Today we turn to Matthew, the disciple

of Jesus, later an c&}uu Al gy I CJJM ela -1
apostle after Jesus’ resurrection, the man ) «EM"LL; Cyo A 3: ) PRAY,
who laid the e 1:21
foundation for what later became known SN N 9 G O™ ( '

as the Gospel of Llas e B ja L.,Sm sl —
Matthew. The image | have of Matthew —

and perhaps many of

you as well - comes from the Jesus series

The Chosen, which

we show once a month.



2. From this series we know
Matthew as a tax collector, a
Jewish man who, on behalf of
the Roman occupying power,
collects taxes from his fellow

Jews and is therefore despised.

Matthew is an outsider. His
countrymen, even his parents,
avoid

him. As a tax collector, he
earns a lot of money and has
his own

house. But no one ever comes
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3. Even later, within the circle of Jhi o W e e Jaaal A4 a3
disciples, Matthew remains an (e li e Uyl g g g i e
outsider. Unlike his

companions, he is rather

Impractical and not

at all self-confident. But | like

Matthew in the Jesus series. He

shows me that outsiders and

loners also belong to Jesus —

fully

and without restriction.



4. Matthew is a gifted loner. He can
count, read, and write,

which was by no means common in
Israel 2,000 years ago. As a

tax collector, he knows how to handle
numbers and can

calculate each citizen’s debts
precisely. As a disciple of Jesus,
Matthew is a writer. He records the
important words of Jesus.

For all Christians who did not travel
through the land with Jesus

at that time, this is a wonderful
service.
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5. Only through Matthew - and
probably some others — were the
words of Jesus written down and
preserved. In the Gospel of
Matthew we also read how Jesus
called the tax collector

Matthew. We have just seen this
scene in a film clip. The words
that Jesus spoke back then were
engraved deeply on Matthew’s
heart:
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6. “l desire mercy, not
sacrifice.” (Matthew 9:13b) In
this way

Matthew, of all people, brings
home to us in his Gospel what
truly matters to Jesus in our
behavior: not the strict
observance

of rules and regulations, but
mercy.

S & s O alaly () (e 2 (JDlaial
48 jay Laa Juadl 48y 5lay G Ll Glam,y
.



/7. And Matthew surely also remembered
what Jesus said in

connection with His calling: “l have not
come to call the

righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13c)
That applies to us as

well: even then, Jesus called sinners,
not the righteous. And

when Jesus calls us anew to Himself
today — perhaps after we

have drifted away from Him for a time -

He also calls sinners. |

find that a comfort: just as | am allowed
to be sickin the

presence of a doctor, | am allowed to be
a sinner in the presence
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8. Matthew knows very well that he
IS a sinner. As a tax

collector, he was despised by his
family and his fellow citizens
because of his cooperation with
the occupying power. When

Jesus speaks of guilt and
forgiveness, Matthew goes to his
parents, asks them for forgiveness
for his past behavior, and is
reconciled with them.



9. Simon Peter and Matthew are

both disciples of Jesus, yet — as — L‘M‘ ‘}*“*’5 ‘m Ca A9
we get to know them in the Jesus laSelae ) | paly 1elae ¥ 4n S Lo
series —they could hardly be | 55555 (S 1S3 gaghanay (Al oY ‘;L‘U;
more different. Simon is rather -5:43 k) « ) slanad) A& gd) aSul £l
cool, a fisherman, a man of (45

action, and married. He speaks his
mind. Matthew, on the other

hand, is more inhibited, a thinker,
reserved, and single. But more
than just these differences of
temperament separate Simon and
Matthew.



10. As a tax collector, Matthew had
nearly driven Simon and his

family to ruin. No wonder Simon
was not a fan of Matthew and
secretly harbored anger against
him. It was only Jesus who

brought Matthew to the point of
apologizing to Simon for his

past deeds as a tax collector. And
It took quite some time before
Simon, now called Peter, accepted
Matthew’s apology, forgave

him, and embraced him as a sign
of reconciliation.
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11. Even for this, a prior
conversation with Jesus was
necessary.

In response to Peter’s question of
how often he should forgive
Matthew — perhaps seven times? —
Jesus answered: “Not seven
times, but seventy times seven,”
meaning that you should forgive
endlessly the one who has hurt
you! (cf. Matthew 18:22)
Forgiveness. With this, Matthew
begins the story of Jesus in his
Gospel.
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12. Matthew, like Luke, also tells of
the birth of Jesus. In his

account, an angel speaks to
Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father figure.
The angel says of Mary’s son, who
comes from the Holy Spirit:

“You are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.” (Matthew
1:21bc) We believe and pray
always in the name of Jesus —in
the name of the one who frees

us from our sins.
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13. Perhaps we may ask ourselves: how
did this former tax

collector Matthew experience Jesus? One
verse from the Gospel

of Matthew allows us to look into the heart
of Jesus —and into

Matthew’s heart as well. Jesus says:
“Come to me, all you who

are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest. ... Learn from

me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest

for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28b, 29bcd)
The gentle Jesus takes

our burdens from us, too. With Him our
souls find rest and a

home.
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14. As a former tax collector - and
thus part of a system of
exploitation — Matthew wants to
learn from Jesus how we can

live together better than he himself
once knew. With Jesus,

Matthew hears the words mercy
and love. The Good Samaritan
that we heard about last Sunday
gave us an example of such

love of neighbor toward strangers.
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15. As a former tax collector, & s lalS alini) A e gaa GllM 15

Matthew also knows that among 3 QL) adial Lamy cad 8 Jia cdadl
us there are not only friends and ) Kaghus s S oS Slligd ¢ anly 23D
neighbors, but also opponents . .(18:20

and enemies. And so he listens
closely and takes notes when
Jesus speaks about love for
enemies: “You have heard that it
was said, ‘Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.” But | tell

you: Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you.”



16. “That you may be children of
your Father in heaven.”

(Matthew 5:43-45a) Matthew — and
we as well — know that this

Is a high calling, and that we often
fall short. But how good it is

that Jesus does not command us,
as so many do, to hate our
enemies, but instead to love them.
Only in this way can

reconciliation and peace come
about.
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17. Matthew, the former tax
collector, was perhaps two or
three years a disciple of Jesus: he
walked with Him, learned from
Him, and finally went with Him to
Jerusalem. Jesus was

crucified and rose again —and
then, after Jesus’ ascension, even
the timid Matthew was no longer
merely a disciple but an

apostle, sent by Jesus as His
messenger into the world.
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18. And Jesus no longer walked
directly before or beside him,
but accompanied him invisibly
—just as He does with us. For
this very reason Matthew has
gathered together wonderful
sayings of Jesus in his Gospel.:
“For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am
| with them.” (Matthew 18:20)
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19. Back then, when there were
not yet many Christians,

Matthew was surely often together
with only two or three

brothers or sisters in faith among
many pagans. But he knew:

Jesus was with them. Today, in
Afghanistan, in lIran, or in North
Korea, where Christians are
especially persecuted, perhaps
only

two or three gather in a home to
pray and read the Bible Iin

Jesus’ name. Jesus is there in their
midst.
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20. Everywhere in the world, In
our homelands and also

here in Germany, people are in
need. And everywhere

we are called to help those in
need, as best we can. And
there Jesus says — and Matthew
has written it down:
“Whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers

and sisters of mine, you did for
me.” (Matthew 25:40cd)
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21. Invisibly, Jesus is also present
today wherever people

are in need and receive help. And
finally, we come to the

sentence with which Matthew ends his
Gospel of Jesus.

From Jesus Himself we are given, at
the close of

Matthew’s Gospel, the words we so
urgently need in a

life full of problems and in a world
filled with unrest and

violence: Jesus says: “And surely | am
with you always,

to the very end of the age.” (Matthew
28:20bc)

Amen!
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