
3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be 
comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.

لهملانبالروحللمساكينطوبى3

السماواتملكوت

سيعزونلانهمللحزانىطوبى4

يرثونلانهمللودعاءطوبى5
الارض

12Matthew-3:5 متى 5:3-12



6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be 
filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will receive mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.

هملانالبرالىوالعطاشللجياعطوبى6

سيشبعون

يرحمونلانهمللرحماءطوبى7

اللهنونسيعايلانهمالقلبللانقياءطوبى8

ناءابيدعونلانهمالسلاملصناعطوبى9

الله



10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.
 11 Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me.
 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, 
for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.

لانالبرمن اجل للمطرودينطوبى10

السماواتملكوتلهم

الناسعليكماذا شن لكمطوبى11

ذباكعليكمرديئةكلمةكلوقالواوعذبوكم

اجليمن 

يفعظيماجركملانوتهللواافرحوا12

نالذيالانبياءطردواهكذافانهمالسماوات
قبلكممن 



Today is the Sunday of Matthew: the tax 
collector who became a disciple of Jesus; 
one of the twelve apostles whom Jesus 
sent out into the world after His 
resurrection; the man after whom 
the later Gospel of Matthew was named.
At the beginning of the service, we heard 
the Beatitudes of Jesus from the Gospel of 
Matthew. Now we will watch a scene 
from the Jesus film The Chosen. In it, we 
see how Jesus calls the tax collector 
Matthew to become His disciple.
After that, we will hear words of Nura and 
Sanaz as a profession of faith. In the 
sermon, I will speak about the message 
that Matthew gives us to take with us on 
our journey.

أصبحالذيالعشار: متىأحدهو اليوم

الذينر عشالاثنيالرسلأحد؛ ليسوعتلميذاً

رجلال؛ قيامتهبعد العالمإلىيسوعأرسلهم

ايةبدفي. باسمهمتىإنجيلسُمّيالذي

حسببيسوعتطويباتإلىاستمعنا، القداس

يلمفمن مقتطفاًسنشاهدالآن . متىإنجيل

دعا كيفنرىهنا". المختارون"يسوع

بعد .لهتلميذاًليكونمتىالعشاريسوع

ببحسالأخيرةيسوعكلماتسنسمع، ذلك

، العظةفي. إيمانكاعترافمتىإنجيل

ىمتلنايقدمهاالتيالرسالةعن سأتحدث
.رحلتنافي

Introductionمقدمة



Today is the Sunday of Matthew: the tax 
collector who became a disciple of Jesus; 
one of the twelve apostles whom Jesus 
sent out into the world after His 
resurrection; the man after whom 
the later Gospel of Matthew was named.
At the beginning of the service, we heard 
the Beatitudes of Jesus from the Gospel of 
Matthew. Now we will watch a scene 
from the Jesus film The Chosen. In it, we 
see how Jesus calls the tax collector 
Matthew to become His disciple.
After that, we will hear words of Nura and 
Sanaz as a profession of faith. In the 
sermon, I will speak about the message 
that Matthew gives us to take with us on 
our journey.

أصبحالذيالعشار: متىأحدهو اليوم

الذينر عشالاثنيالرسلأحد؛ ليسوعتلميذاً

رجلال؛ قيامتهبعد العالمإلىيسوعأرسلهم

ايةبدفي. باسمهمتىإنجيلسُمّيالذي

حسببيسوعتطويباتإلىاستمعنا، القداس

يلمفمن مقتطفاًسنشاهدالآن . متىإنجيل

دعا كيفنرىهنا". المختارون"يسوع

بعد .لهتلميذاًليكونمتىالعشاريسوع

ببحسالأخيرةيسوعكلماتسنسمع، ذلك

، العظةفي. إيمانكاعترافمتىإنجيل

ىمتلنايقدمهاالتيالرسالةعن سأتحدث
.رحلتنافي

مقدمة



Dear congregation!

1. Today we turn to Matthew, the disciple 
of Jesus, later an
apostle after Jesus’ resurrection, the man 
who laid the
foundation for what later became known 
as the Gospel of
Matthew. The image I have of Matthew – 
and perhaps many of
you as well – comes from the Jesus series 
The Chosen, which
we show once a month.

:الحضورأعزائي

، سوعيتسَُمّيهسوف »: وقالالروحجاء. -1

ىمت)« خطاياهمشعبه من سيخُلِّّصلأنه
سوعيباسمدائمًاونصلينؤمننحن(. 1:21

.خطايانامن يحررناالذيباسم–

sermon موعظة



2. From this series we know 
Matthew as a tax collector, a
Jewish man who, on behalf of 
the Roman occupying power,
collects taxes from his fellow 
Jews and is therefore despised.
Matthew is an outsider. His 
countrymen, even his parents, 
avoid
him. As a tax collector, he 
earns a lot of money and has 
his own
house. But no one ever comes 
to visit.

ختبراكيف: أنفسنانسألربما... موسيقى. 2
؟يسوع، شخص السابقالعشّار، متى



3. Even later, within the circle of 
disciples, Matthew remains an
outsider. Unlike his 
companions, he is rather 
impractical and not
at all self-confident. But I like 
Matthew in the Jesus series. He
shows me that outsiders and 
loners also belong to Jesus – 
fully
and without restriction.

طلّ نأنلناتسمحمتىإنجيلفيآيةهناك. 3
.متىقلب علىوأيضًايسوعقلب على



4. Matthew is a gifted loner. He can 
count, read, and write,
which was by no means common in 
Israel 2,000 years ago. As a
tax collector, he knows how to handle 
numbers and can
calculate each citizen’s debts 
precisely. As a disciple of Jesus,
Matthew is a writer. He records the 
important words of Jesus.
For all Christians who did not travel 
through the land with Jesus
at that time, this is a wonderful 
service.

متعبينالجميعياإليّ تعالوا»: يسوعيقول. 4
، منياتعلمو… أريحكموأنابالأحمالوالمثقلين

حةالرافتجدوا، القلبومتواضعوديعلأني
(.29-11:28متى)« لنفوسكم



5. Only through Matthew – and 
probably some others – were the
words of Jesus written down and 
preserved. In the Gospel of
Matthew we also read how Jesus 
called the tax collector
Matthew. We have just seen this 
scene in a film clip. The words
that Jesus spoke back then were 
engraved deeply on Matthew’s
heart:

جدتعنده. أعباءناعنا يحملالوديعيسوع. 5
.والوطنالراحةنفوسنا



6. “I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.” (Matthew 9:13b) In 
this way
Matthew, of all people, brings 
home to us in his Gospel what
truly matters to Jesus in our 
behavior: not the strict 
observance
of rules and regulations, but 
mercy.

ل. 6 ظام نفيوعضوسابق ضرائبكمحصِّّ

يفكيسوعمن يتعلمأنمتىيريد، استغلال

رفهيعمماأفضلبطريقةمعاًالناسيعيش
.هو



7. And Matthew surely also remembered 
what Jesus said in
connection with His calling: “I have not 
come to call the
righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13c) 
That applies to us as
well: even then, Jesus called sinners, 
not the righteous. And
when Jesus calls us anew to Himself 
today – perhaps after we

have drifted away from Him for a time – 
He also calls sinners. I
find that a comfort: just as I am allowed 
to be sick in the
presence of a doctor, I am allowed to be 
a sinner in the presence

الرحمةكلماتمتىيسمعيسوععند. 7

اهسمعنالذيالصالحالسامريمثل . والمحبة

حتىللمحبةمثالاً يعطيناالماضيالأحدفي
.الغرباءتجاه



8. Matthew knows very well that he 
is a sinner. As a tax
collector, he was despised by his 
family and his fellow citizens
because of his cooperation with 
the occupying power. When
Jesus speaks of guilt and 
forgiveness, Matthew goes to his
parents, asks them for forgiveness 
for his past behavior, and is
reconciled with them.

فقط ليسالناسبينأنأيضًايعرفمتى. 8
.وأعداءخصومأيضًا، بل وجيرانأصدقاء



9. Simon Peter and Matthew are 
both disciples of Jesus, yet – as
we get to know them in the Jesus 
series – they could hardly be
more different. Simon is rather 
cool, a fisherman, a man of
action, and married. He speaks his 
mind. Matthew, on the other
hand, is more inhibited, a thinker, 
reserved, and single. But more
than just these differences of 
temperament separate Simon and
Matthew.

لميتكعندماويسجلجيدًايصغيلذلك. 9

! أعداءكمأحبوا»: الأعداءمحبةعن يسوع

كونواتلكي! يضطهدونكمالذينلأجلوصلوّا

-5:43متى)« السماواتفيالذيأبيكمأبناء
45.)



10. As a tax collector, Matthew had 
nearly driven Simon and his
family to ruin. No wonder Simon 
was not a fan of Matthew and
secretly harbored anger against 
him. It was only Jesus who
brought Matthew to the point of 
apologizing to Simon for his

past deeds as a tax collector. And 
it took quite some time before
Simon, now called Peter, accepted 
Matthew’s apology, forgave
him, and embraced him as a sign 
of reconciliation.

، عال  طلب هذاأننعلمونحنمتى. 10
.تنفيذهفينقصرما وغالباً



11. Even for this, a prior 
conversation with Jesus was 
necessary.
In response to Peter’s question of 
how often he should forgive
Matthew – perhaps seven times? – 
Jesus answered: “Not seven
times, but seventy times seven,” 
meaning that you should forgive
endlessly the one who has hurt 
you! (cf. Matthew 18:22)
Forgiveness. With this, Matthew 
begins the story of Jesus in his
Gospel.

إلىيدعونالا يسوعأنأجملما لكن. 11

. بةالمحإلى، بل كثيرونيفعلكماالكراهية
.هكذاإلايأتيانلا والسلامالمصالحةلأن



12. Matthew, like Luke, also tells of 
the birth of Jesus. In his
account, an angel speaks to 
Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father figure.
The angel says of Mary’s son, who 
comes from the Holy Spirit:
“You are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.” (Matthew 
1:21bc) We believe and pray
always in the name of Jesus – in 
the name of the one who frees
us from our sins.

بماريسوع، تبع السابقالعشّار، متى. 12

معهاروسمنه، تعلمّ: سنواتثلاثأولسنتين
.أورشليمإلى



13. Perhaps we may ask ourselves: how 
did this former tax
collector Matthew experience Jesus? One 
verse from the Gospel
of Matthew allows us to look into the heart 
of Jesus – and into

Matthew’s heart as well. Jesus says: 
“Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. … Learn from
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest
for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28b, 29bcd) 
The gentle Jesus takes
our burdens from us, too. With Him our 
souls find rest and a
home.

ثم، الأمواتبينمن وقام، صُلِّبيسوع. 13

ارصبل تلميذمجرد متىيعدلم صعودهبعد 
.العالمإلىمُرسَلًا رسولاً 



14. As a former tax collector – and 
thus part of a system of
exploitation – Matthew wants to 
learn from Jesus how we can
live together better than he himself 
once knew. With Jesus,
Matthew hears the words mercy 
and love. The Good Samaritan
that we heard about last Sunday 
gave us an example of such
love of neighbor toward strangers.

بجانبهأوأمامهيمشييعَدلم يسوع. 14
ماك–منظور غيريرافقهكانلكنه، منظورًا
.اأيضً نحنيرافقنا



15. As a former tax collector, 
Matthew also knows that among
us there are not only friends and 
neighbors, but also opponents
and enemies. And so he listens 
closely and takes notes when
Jesus speaks about love for 
enemies: “You have heard that it
was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I tell
you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

وعيسكلماتإنجيلهفيمتىجمع لذلك. 15

وأاثناناجتمعحيثما»: قوله، مثل الرائعة

متى)« وسطهمفيأكونفهناك، باسميثلاثة
18:20.)



16. “That you may be children of 
your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:43–45a) Matthew – and 
we as well – know that this
is a high calling, and that we often 
fall short. But how good it is
that Jesus does not command us, 
as so many do, to hate our
enemies, but instead to love them. 
Only in this way can
reconciliation and peace come 
about.

منكثيروسط يعيشكانحين، متى. 16

و لحتىالوعدهذافيعزاءً ، وجد الوثنيين

الإخوةمن ثلاثةأواثنينمعفقط اجتمع
.المؤمنين



17. Matthew, the former tax 
collector, was perhaps two or 
three years a disciple of Jesus: he 
walked with Him, learned from
Him, and finally went with Him to 
Jerusalem. Jesus was
crucified and rose again – and 
then, after Jesus’ ascension, even
the timid Matthew was no longer 
merely a disciple but an
apostle, sent by Jesus as His 
messenger into the world.

تانأفغانسمثل أماكنفي، أيضًاواليوم. 17

ديضُطهحيث، الشماليةكورياأوإيرانأو

ثةثلاأواثنانفقط يجتمع، قد المسيحيون
.ينهمبيكونويسوع–الكتابوقراءةللصلاة



18. And Jesus no longer walked 
directly before or beside him,
but accompanied him invisibly 
– just as He does with us. For
this very reason Matthew has 
gathered together wonderful
sayings of Jesus in his Gospel: 
“For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am 
I with them.” (Matthew 18:20)

هناوأوطاننافي، العالمفيمكانكلفي. 18

ونحن. ضيقفيأناسهناك، ألمانيافي
.استطاعتنابحسبلمساعدتهممدعوون



19. Back then, when there were 
not yet many Christians,
Matthew was surely often together 
with only two or three
brothers or sisters in faith among 
many pagans. But he knew:
Jesus was with them. Today, in 
Afghanistan, in Iran, or in North
Korea, where Christians are 
especially persecuted, perhaps 
only
two or three gather in a home to 
pray and read the Bible in
Jesus’ name. Jesus is there in their 
midst.

:ذلككتبومتى–يسوعيقولوهناك. 19

هؤلاءإخوتيأحدمعفعلتموهما كل»
(.25:40متى)« فعلتموهفبي، الأصاغر



20. Everywhere in the world, in 
our homelands and also
here in Germany, people are in 
need. And everywhere
we are called to help those in 
need, as best we can. And
there Jesus says – and Matthew 
has written it down:
“Whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.” (Matthew 25:40cd)

وماليأيضًاحاضر المنظورغيريسوع. 20
.المحتاجينللناسالعونيمُدّ حيثما



21. Invisibly, Jesus is also present 
today wherever people
are in need and receive help. And 
finally, we come to the
sentence with which Matthew ends his 
Gospel of Jesus.
From Jesus Himself we are given, at 
the close of
Matthew’s Gospel, the words we so 
urgently need in a
life full of problems and in a world 
filled with unrest and
violence: Jesus says: “And surely I am 
with you always,
to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:20bc)
Amen!

:  وعيسبقولإنجيلهمتىيختموأخيرًا. 21

«الدهرانقضاء إلىالأيامكلمعكمأناوها»

نحتاجهما هيالكلمةهذه(. 28:20متى)

ابوالاضطربالمشاكلمليءعالم فيفعلًا 
.آمين. والعنف
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