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During the reign of King Ahab and his
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pagan wife]ezebel, Baal, the nature god of “’L'j o JS 7909 < ks

other nations, was wovshipped in Israel ‘df bl f bl L5“\3 “"""u Aé J‘*"M OK
instead of the God of Israel. Because of this, | 11 . 5] u,o Y,\, A5l Lg S

it did not rain in 1srael fov three years. . jMU u\)u ; _‘\l JA LB Jla.c %

There was a drought, and people were
dying of hunger. The prophet Elijah @; Saer e U'“u QKJ Sl _j\,.,a; J
wanted clarity about who the people could 4 5 JLM: B g5 L) L9.5\ 3\);\

trust. On Mount Carmel in Israel, the . . .
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1 Kings 18

20.S0 Ahab sent to all the people of
Israel and gathered the prop hets

to Mount Carmel.

21.Then Elija’a came near to all the

peop le and said, “How [ong will

you waver between two opinions? l S Uw j’-r IS

UU »
If the Lord is God, follow him; but ey bu?ju > jy ¢
if Baal, follow him.” But the people U/ D5 ‘;ff } Al 32 o
did not answer him a word. f\&K/ Lol iz (b €0 fw Jaj




22. Then Ely'ah said to the peop le, “1 alone am
leﬁ aprop het of the Lord, and the prop hets
of Baal are four hundred and fifty men.

23. Please give us two bulls, and let them

choose one bull fov themselves, cut it in
pleces, and [ay it on the wood, but do not put

ﬁve in it. And 1 will present the other bull and
set it on the wood, but 1 will not put ﬁre on it.

24. Then you shall call on the name of your
gods, and 1will call on the name of the Lovd.
And the God who answers by fire is God.” All
the people answered and said, “The words are

good.”
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25. Then Ely'ah said to the prophets of
Baal, “Choose one bull for yowfselves
and sacriﬁce it ﬁrst, for you are the

majority. Call on the name of your gods,
but do not use ﬁre.”

26. Then they took the bull that was

given to them and pvesented it, and
called on the name of Baal from
morning until noon, saying, “Baal,

answer us.” But there was no voice, no
one who answered. And they danced
around the altar that had been made.




27. At noon, E[ija’n mocked them and said,
“Call [ouo”y, for he is a god. Perhaps he is
deep In though’c, Or On a journey, or
perhaps he is asleep and needs to be
awakened.”

28. So ‘chey shouted louaﬂy and cut
themselves with swords and spears, as was
their custom, until their blood ﬂowed.

20. And when noon had passed, they
prophes ied until the time of the oﬁering of

the gramn oﬁer'mg. But there was no voice,

nor any one to answer, nor any to pay
attention.
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Elijah also built an
altar to God. The bull
was placed on the
stacked wood, and
water was distributed Jf L
around the altar.
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36. And it came to pass, when the oﬁeﬂng
was made, that E['g’ ah the prop het came near
and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac,
and lsrael, let it be known today that you are
God in Israel, and that 1 am your servant,
and that at your word 1 have done all these
things.

37. Answer me, O Lovd, answer me, so that

this peop le may know that you are the Lord
God, and that you have turned their hearts
back.



38. Then the fire of the Lord fell

and consumed the burnt
oﬂeving, the wood, the stones,
and the dust, and licked up the

water in the trench.

39. When all the people saw it,

they er on their faces and said

“The Lord, he is God! The Lord,
he is God!”
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Introduction 3, dated March 23, 25

Then Elij ah prayed for the rain that
the land of Israel had been lack'mg
fov a long time. F'maUy, it rained
a/oundan’cly. God answered Elijah’s
prayer after the peop le turned to
Him once again.

But King Ahab and Queen Jezebel
were enraged by Elijah's victory and
the God of Israel's victory. They
threatened to kill Elijah.
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1 Kings 19

3. When he saw this, he rose up and
went fov his life. He came to
Beersheba, which belongs to]udah,
and lqﬂ his servant there.

4. Then he went a day’s Jjourney
through the wilderness, and came
and sat down under a tree. He asked

to die, and said, “It is enough now, Sk y‘ Lf§ 3 16y cavd
. =)
Lord. Take my lgce, fov ] am no better
than my fathers.”
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5. Then he lay down and slept under
a tree. Suddenly, an angel touched
him and said, “Rise and eat.”

6. He looked up and saw a cake of
bread and a cruse of water at his
head. So he ate and drank, and (ay

down again.

7. Then the ange[ of the Lord came
again a second time and touched him
and said, “Rise and eat, fov the

journey is too great for you.”



First Kings 19

8.S0 he arose and ate and drank, and went in
the stvength of that food forty days and forky
nigh‘ts to Horeb, the mountain of God.

9.And he entered there into the cave and spent
the night there. And the word of the Lord came
to him, saying, “What are you do ing here,
Elijah?”

10.And he said, 1 have been very zealous fov the
Lord God of hosts, because the children of
Israel have fovsaken your covenant, broken
down your altars, and killed your prop hets

with the sword. And 1 alone am [eﬁ, and they
seek my life to take it away.
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1n.And he said, “Go out and stand on the -« uj g \"’\ J"’J u\c i3 29 Cj" b J\;’-; 11

mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the C B g Jooks % Mﬁac é 5 % u \; \5 \j
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wind. And agftev the wind an earthquake, but the
Lord was not in the earthquake. ‘\SJUK LB
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Lovrd was not in the ﬁre; and aﬂer the ﬁve came a Y05 U

small, still voice. NS jR5Ce 0 J
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13And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face -5 A A% 4 \fiM @L %.13
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in his mantle and went out and stood at the 22 t
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. Sermon for 23 March 20250n1 =
. Kings 18:20-29, 36-39.1 Kings 19:3-
5 13 by Gotz Weber =
Dear congregation! &
3 :
f 1. The pvophet E[ijah says to the people: %
. "How long will you continue to waver, and &
. cannot decide? Is the Lovd God? Then
. follow him! Or is Baal God?" (1 Kings £
A 18.21b-d) Baal, a ferﬂh’ty god in Canaan, -
3‘3 has long been forgotten. But Elijah's g
g question also applies to us today. The g
. founder of our church, Martin Luther, ?‘%
- says: "Whatever you set your heart on, that
. i
is in truth your God." :
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2. To whom do we set our hearts,
what do we trust in this life, and
what ’c’aings are most important
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tous? Is it dmgs or alcohol?
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illness and have a nice evening with

ﬁfiends. This is part of the richness of
fe that God gives us. Sometimes God
gives us such good things as miracles,
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against all the skepticism of the
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i doctors. 5 2
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,:f 4 God often gives us good guyts and
ANSWETS OUr prayers ‘c'mfough the
normal processes of fe. God also
makes us healthy ’c’mrough the skill
of the doctors. He also helps us
’clfwouglfl he[pﬁd peop le. Wov[o“y
Haings and God are not a
contradiction. But the decisive
factov is that all good things come
ﬁfom God. He is the central

au‘chovi’cy of our lives.
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. We aSlQ Hlﬂ’lfOV evevy‘chmg and we
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hank Him fov evevy’chmg So we set |

our hearts on God. Sometimes we [
are led into cha“enges in the

process. Do we still trust God even

when ‘ch'mgs don't go our way and
we have to survive a dry speU?

Sometimes we have little, but then

N
~—

"his power is mighty in the weak" (2
Corinthians 12:9b).
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6 We may also hear d ﬁerent volces
within us s’cmgglmg to fmd the
right path. Following Jesus then

means asking fov the voice of God
and fo”ow Ing it n spite of other
voices in me. Following Jesus also

means teﬂmg others about God and
owf fat’ch and pmfessmg God in the
ace of opposition. Following Jesus

?

a[so means he[p ng people in need.
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7. After Elijah has won the battle
against the priests of Baal, he is
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wrsued on the queen and sudden[y
Ioecomes very aﬁfatd. The victorious
Lghter for God becomes a fealﬁd
man who says to God: "t is enough’
Lovd take my life!" (1 Kings 19.4¢d)
El Jah becomes depvessed Many of
us know some’chmg like this. After a

lot of stress, we are exhausted, get
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sick, depvessed.
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8. Our body and soul reach their
limits. Our Ioa‘c’cery s empty. We
need breaks ﬁrom stress, time out,
days in which we recover. Again

“s,%, Eoo

and again, we need enough sleep

like E[ijah, who faUs into a long

restorative s[eep Like E[jah we
need an angel or a loved one to gwe

us food and drink and give us the ¢

rest we need.
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9. Jesus, too, as the Gospels tell us, takes |
bveaks from His self-sacrificing service to
humankind again and again. Jesus says
to His disciples: "Come with me to a
quiet place, only you alone, and rest a
little." (Mark 6:31b) Of Jesus Himself it is
Vepovted' "In the morning, while it was
| still dark, Jesus left the city. He went to a
lonely place and prayed there." (Mark
1:35). Jesus says to us: "Come to me, all
you who labor and are burdened! 1 will
give you rest." (Matthew 11:28)
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10. Ely'ah ﬁghts for God and only later
realizes how much he has used up his
s’creng’ch. Aﬁev a phase of depression, an
angel he[ps him. And so it is true for
Elija’n and again and again for us: "God

gives new s’cvength to the weary and

makes the weak strong again ... Those

Mf.ﬁ?‘v}@%WAWMM%WAWMM%WAWMM%WAM

. who hope in the Lord receive new

* i e s s

% strength. They fly like eagles. They run DI ) QA2 P 03--

% and don't get tived, they run and don't 9\-’*~D - O 3-K Y 90 3.51 ¢y R Y 9
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: get tired." (Isaiah 40:29.31) - 1 (31 <29 :40
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n. Elijah walks for 40 days and
nigh‘cs to the mountain of God.
There Ely' ah meets the Lord whom
he serves. He does not meet God in
the storm, not in the earthquake
and not in the fire. "After the fire
came a soft ﬁne whisper When
El Jala heard this, he covered his face
- with his cloak." There, in this gen’de
whtspev the A wugh’cy passes El Jah
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12. God meets us in a genﬂ
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whtsper What does this mean
for us? God meets us espeCLaUy
when we are suﬂevmg and at the
end. This is what we hear in

reports from lran. An lranian

/Y‘

Vecoun’c3° ] used to be a dmg

- g

Z.MW,%‘PHSHA LB A RN A TR T Dl LS R i A RN O TR B Dl LS i AR D TR R P D LS R A

QO
Q
Q
o
(—|—
oy
o
RS
&
o
)
S
)
. 3
=
-
Q)
Q
=
O

numb this great emptiness ‘cha‘c
exists in lran.
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13. One day 1 was in a taxi and
' the driver radiated an incredible
peace "What dmg do you use?’,
] asked him. "None", he
answered, "l believe in Jesus."
Since that day 1 have been
following Jesus - and through
him 1 have become clean."
(Shockwave Tran, .17, Open

Doors 2025)
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14 An Iranian pastor writes: "The

ﬂme [N prison was my Bible school.

] got to know God more intens Lvely

Haan 1 have ever been able to do in
ﬁeedom. When 1 hear that

someone has been arrested and is

N prison, family or ﬁriends oﬁen

get worried and say, 'Oh, we have

to pray, he or she has been
arrested.'
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115 . But 1 say to them: You do not
know what kind of place prison

. can be. 1t is the best opportunity
‘co experience God's presence in a

S TR Dk LS i AR O TR R e Dl LS

i

very speaal way. Be sure that
God S presence there is so strong
‘c’aa‘c Lt gLves comfovt hope and
pa‘aence. (Shockwave Tran, p.
29, Open doors 2025)
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know God in prison more intens Lvely
than 1 have ever expemenced In
freedom." Perhaps this is the case:
when Christians Suﬁev, ‘chey oﬁen
experience Jesus' presence
parﬁcu[aﬂy in’censely. And f we live
our fai’ch In ﬁreedom and are do Ing
compamﬁve[y well, we do not have
such ex’cmordinavy experiences of

God.
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17. Pevhaps this is a balance ﬁfom God's
pomt of view: where every‘chmg n fe S
dark, His hght shines parﬂcularly

P AR TR P D LS

s’crongly. And when the sun shines in

l'gce, its light is also there for us, but it
doesn't shine quite as brightly. Perhaps
this is the "gentle whisper" of God that

we experience: He hears our prayers, He

helps us every day. He is there, not in a

spec’cacular and unforge‘c’tab le way, but
n a gen’de, small, everyday, also

beau’ciﬁd way.
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18 Elijah the fighter for the true ‘_;-&; N o Jslal) L
God against the false gods. To ) g l3 oo e 41 c\QN 5

whom do we attach our hearts? »
God is the central authom‘cy of S Ajﬁ | | » uc
our lives. All the best, all help & -+ SV 8ae Ll K e Kbl
comes from Him. Elia is o u\wﬂ\: Slayy e L)
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exhausted and becomes
depvessed. We also need rest,
times of prayer, rest - and get

new stveng’ch
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10. E[Jah meets God on the
mountain — in a genﬂewhisper. It LB J’A J& ‘M’ LﬁQ“L \..L .19
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S precisely when it is dark around

them that Christians experience
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God's gen‘de whispering
parﬁculav[y 'm’censely. FEven when
life S Iorigh‘cer,]esus is there,
pevhaps a little quieter and less
spectaculav. Ely'ah goes with God

’chrough ups and dOWVLS — and SO

Vi B S L P, M R LN B T "v;.‘ e R es PN B Sy

do we. Amen!
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