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23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am
speaking as if I were out of my mind.)
So am I, above and beyond measure—
in labors more abundant, in stripes
above measure, In imprisonments more
frequent, 1n deaths often.

24F1ve times from the Jews I received
forty stripes less one.

25T

hree times I was beaten with rods;

once | was stoned; three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I spent
in the deep.




26 I have been 1n journeyings often,
in perils of rivers, 1n perils of
robbers, 1n perils from my own race,
in perils from the Gentiles, 1n perils
in the city, in perils in the desert, 1n
perils on the sea, 1n perils among
false brethren;

27In weariness and painfulness, in

watchings often, in hunger and thirst,
in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness.




12But what I am doing, I will do, so that I
may cut off any occasion from those who
are desiring an occasion; so that in the
things they boast of, they also may be
found even as we are.

11 would that you might bear with me in a
little nonsense; but indeed, do bear with
me.

2For I am jealous over you
with the jealousy of God because I have
espoused you to one husband, so that I

may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.




3But I fear, lest by any means, as the
serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so
your minds might be corrupted

from the simplicity that 1s in Christ.

4For indeed, if someone comes preaching
another Jesus, whom we did not preach, or
you receive a different spirit, which you
did not receive, or a different gospel,
which you did not accept, you put up with

it as something good.

5But I consider myself in no way inferior
to those highly exalted so-called apostles.




7Now did I commit sin by humbling
myself so that you might be exalted,
because I preached the gospel of God to
you freely?

81 robbed other churches, receiving
wages from them for ministering to
you.
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9And when I was present with you and
in need, I was not a burden to anyone
(for the brethren who came from
Macedonia fully supplied my needs);
for I kept myself, and will continue

to keep myself, from being burdensome
to you 1n anything.

10 As the truth of Christ 1s 1n me, no

one shall stop me from this boasting in
the regions of Achaia.




Sermon for 26 July 2026, on 2 Corinthians
11:23-27; 12:1-5, 7-10

Dear congregation,

1. Paul travels tirelessly throughout the eastern
Mediterranean region, journeying through
Syria, Asia Minor, and Greece. These journeys
are dangerous. Roman soldiers and Jews who
oppose him because of Jesus threaten and
mistreat him. Robbers attack and plunder him.
Travel 1s far more uncertain than 1t is today.
Paul often has to go without sleep, food, drink,

and warm clothing.
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2. Paul suffers - for the sake of Jesus.
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of the Mediterranean Sea, people
waiting behind fences 1n hardship and

distress, people 1n overcrowded refugee




3. Paul’s sufferings also remind me of ; ) 3
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Ukraine. Air raid sirens, bombs, and drones
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persecuted because they are different,




4. Paul says, ““Through many tribulations
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closeness to God. That comforts me:
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suffering unites me with Jesus. Jesus is ] ‘j)-&-b\é UJSJ . ‘@M
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with me in my suffering. ORGAN




5. Paul endured many hardships on his
missionary journeys. But he also
experienced an extraordinary revelation,
which he describes in mysterious words.
He was “caught up into Paradise. There he
heard inexpressible things, things that no
one 1s permitted to tell” (2 Corinthians
12:4). Here, 1n this earthly life, Paul was
given a glimpse of Paradise, of the eternal

life that awaits beyond death.
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6. Experiences like this are unusual, 0
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even among Christians. Yet Paul 1s not
the only one who has known something

like 1t. People who have come close to

sometimes tell of seeing the way to (o J-u\ [j 9 c\.,uLc )5 53 ) ji ) 3@4\
Paradise open before them, of beholding ?@4‘} ‘P@-“L“ C”SJ‘ U"’JJJﬂ‘ L;‘

a great light, and of seeing Jesus waiting GBSt o Bt &}“” ‘J;‘.J

for them with open arms.




7. Others, at the beginning of their
journey of faith, have dreams in which
Jesus calls them to Himself, or they
have other profound encounters with
God, with Jesus, through the Holy
Spirit. Such experiences are precious
and strengthen faith. We may treasure

them carefully in our hearts.
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8. Others have experienced how Jesus
answered their prayers in moments of
great danger and rescued them - and
they never forget it. Still others know
fewer extraordinary experiences, but
instead know Jesus as the one who
stands faithfully by their side day after
day, supporting them. All of these
experiences are good just as they are.

They are always gifts from above.
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9. Before I began studying theology, 1 o . L 9
| Jlal S e DU Al ya ) of (8

asked myself: Do I have enough faith to
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10. Now, at the end of my professional life,

I thank the Holy Spirit with all my heart
for the faith He has given me and through
which He has allowed me to grow. Even
today there are Christians who probably

have a stronger faith than mine. But that 1s

perfectly all right. All of us belong to Jesus

with the faith we have, whatever 1t may be
like. As for me, I want to continue living
with the faith that has been given to me,

confidently and joyfully, eager to discover
what lies ahead. ORGAN
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11. Paul was once caught up into

Paradise

and probably had other

extraordinary experiences of God as

well. As a counterbalance to these

“spiritual
feel that he 1s an earthly, physical,

vulnerabl

heights™, God allows Paul to

¢ human being. Apparently,

Paul suffers from a chronic illness.
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12. When Paul repeatedly asks Jesus to heal
him, Jesus answers not with deeds but with
words: “My grace 1s sufficient for you” (2
Corinthians 12:9). Yes, there are moments in
life when goodness, blessing, and strength
seem to be absent. Then I am thrown back
upon my bare existence - and upon Jesus.
When so much else 1s gone, He 1s still there
with His grace and his love. He who went to
death for me and lives with me. He who also
knew suffering and pain takes me into his

arms.
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13. Then comes the second part of the N 3
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14. To me, this means that as a Christian 14
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at their mercy. But in his words to Paul, j\ lale g Has oy J;‘j\

I need not fear weakness. We are afraid

of weakness because we fear that others

Jesus promises him - and all Christians - ¢ u.d HAe 9§ g uﬁ ECPA TR

that when you are weak, I am there with ‘U—“*“J*“M @"; d)‘é UAJ
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my strength. We who are weak are not

left without help.




15. Jesus comes to the aid of the weak and
restrains the evil that seeks to gain power
over them. Sometimes this happens only
inwardly: the wicked may triumph for a
time, and what remains to me 1s the
certainty that Jesus lives within me, that
one foot is already in heaven, that through
Jesus I possess a dignity which no defeat
and no weakness can ever take away. “My

grace 1s sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians

12:9).
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16. Yet then Christ’s “power 1s made 16
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17. With Jesus I need not fear weakness. u\a\ \ C\_A\ y ‘&
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allowed to glimpse what awaits me beyond

voice, see his light, and experience the
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