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1 In the time between Easter and

Ascension, we hear about the
resurrected Jesus, who spoke to
His disciples during this period.
The disciples, who were students
of Jesus the Teacher, are now
becoming Apostles. Jesus sends
them into the world so that the
Apostles can bring the message
of Jesus' love to all people. Among
the people to whom the
resurrected Jesus speaks is also
Paul.

LS g malll Lo (3 pal) 8
(e adlall g s O° &.wchM\

b Luadli — e.‘S.i Lgﬁ\ (&) g (o
(€ g Aadli (a9 euﬂdhuﬁ
Sy Y ) samal (A s/
) glaaad allall A &M?'@"“J‘
(a9 ol asaa ) s Al
pilal) £ gows agd g8 Cpdll (o
ol g3 Lyl



2 He, who was formerly called
Saul, was a Jew who faithfully and
fanatically followed the Jewish
law. The Christians, who no longer
believed in the law but in Jesus,
he considered blasphemers. For

this reason, Saul persecuted the
Christians. But then, before
Damascus, the resurrected Jesus
appeared to him. Paul repeatedly
recounts his calling by Jesus in
the New Testament. We now hear
his account from Acts 26.

Bl o8 OIS &) ol g OIS

Ay il Basaia G ggs «J gl
Opagenal) i (S g L Luariag
Je A pidly O gia s ) 93 92 o
Ab gl UM cpdana f guu

€ g (AL ekt Gah Ao (sl
ol g 90 Ry @ ga¥) G (e A
oled (S Laal) agal) 8 & pa B
Las Al 5 () paidas ¥ 9 € o
26 rlaay) (Jusll Jlaei b @i




[lcanom 98

AN e e

4 My manner of life from my
youth, which was at the first
among mine own nation at
Jerusalem, know all the
Jews;

5 Which knew me from the
beginning, if they would
testify, that after the most
straitest sect of our religion
| lived a Pharisee.
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9 | verily thought with myself, that |
ought to do many things contrary to
the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 Which thing | also did in
Jerusalem: and many of the saints
did | shut up in prison, having
received authority from the chief

priests; and when they were put to

death, | gave my voice against them.

11 And | punished them oft in every
synagogue, and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly
mad against them, | persecuted
them even unto strange cities.
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12 Whereupon as | went to
Damascus with authority and
commission from the chief priests,
13 At midday, O king, | saw in the
way a light from heaven, above the
brighthess of the sun, shining round
about me and them which journeyed
with me.

14 And when we were all fallen to
the earth, | heard a voice speaking
unto me, and saying in the Hebrew
tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me? itis hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.
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15 And | said, Who art thou, Lord?
And he said, | am Jesus whom thou
persecutest.

16 But rise, and stand upon thy
feet: for | have appeared unto thee
for this purpose, to make thee a

minister and a withess both of
these things which thou hast seen,
and of those things in the which |
will appear unto thee;

17 Delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gentiles, unto whom
now | send thee,
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18 To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which
are sanctified by faith that is in me.

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, | was
not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision:

20 But shewed first unto them of
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and
throughout all the coasts of Judaea,
and then to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, and do
works meet for repentance.
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21 For these causes the Jews
caught me in the temple, and went
about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help
of God, | continue unto this day,
withessing both to small and great,
saying none other things than
those which the prophets and
Moses did say should come:

23 That Christ should suffer, and
that he should be the first that
should rise from the dead, and
should shew light unto the people,
and to the Gentiles.
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Sermon 3 May 2026 on Acts 26:4-23

Dear congregation,

1 Paul was once a Jewish
Pharisee. Pharisees and
Christians differ in that we
Christians are free from religious
law and do not have rules about
clothing or food. The Pharisees,
on the other hand, strictly follow
the Jewish law. Paul was a
Pharisee before he encountered
Jesus, a fanatic Pharisee.
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2 Paul believed that the Christians'
faith in Jesus as the Son of God was
blasphemous. He therefore
persecuted Christians, imprisoned
them, and had them killed. Many of
you may know religious hatred from

your home countries, where religion
Is linked with power, oppression,
and violence. In those days,
Pharisees persecuted Christians,
and unfortunately, Christians later
persecuted those of other faiths.
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3 Today, fanatic Muslims in the
Middle East persecute
Christians. Religious hatred,
which justifies violence by
iInvoking God and murdering
with a clear conscience, Is

something terrifying. Religion is
a serious, sensitive, and
personal matter. We should
respect people who believe
differently from us.
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4 Paul was a Pharisee who
persecuted Christians until Jesus
Himself revealed himself to him.
The light of the Son of God
surrounded Paul and knocked him
to the ground. Jesus addressed
Paul and called him to his life's
mission - to become a missionary
to the non-Jewish peoples. A
calling is something exciting. We
too are called by Jesus, by God, to
the tasks of our lives. What are the
steps of a calling?
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5"Get up’, says Jesus to Paul when
he calls him. "Get up" - that is
where the calling begins. Get up
from laziness, boredom, constant
social media consumption, get up
from mere daily routine, from

loneliness, from the burdens of
the past and fears of the future,
from too much work and too little
sleep. Get up! Jesus is calling you,
He has important things to say to
you about your life!
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6 Get up, for you are a Christian.
Being a Christian involves two things.
Jesus says to Paul: "You are to be a
witness for what you have seen today
- and for what | will show you." (Acts
26:16d) Jesus appeared to Paul in an

extraordinary way. He saw Jesus' light
and heard His voice. We do not see
Him, but we trust the invisible Jesus.
We hear words from the Bible about
Jesus that touch our hearts and
experience that He hears our
prayers.
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/7 We have encountered Jesus in this
way, and we will continue to
encounter Jesus - He promises that
e will be with us every day of our
ives. Our task as Christians is: not to
keep silent about what we

experience in faith in Jesus, to share
It In conversation with others, and
thus to be withesses of Jesus. That is
one aspect of being a Christian. The
other aspect, Paul also names
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8 "Change your life and turn to God!
Act in a way that is in line with your
new life!" (Acts 26:20cd) When Jesus
calls us, we cannot just continue
living as we did before. Private wars,
petty grudges, seeking personal gain

at the expense of others - these
things and many others do not fit
with a life of trust in Jesus.
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9 So, Jesus says: "Get up! Tell others
that | am in your life! Live your life in a
way that it fits with a life with Me!"
And then Jesus sends us. He sent
Paul to the non-Jewish peoples.
Through the work of the Holy Spirit in

Paul, Gentiles became Christians,
and the first Christian communities
were established in the cities of the
Eastern Mediterranean. But what is
our calling? What is your calling and
mine? Where does Jesus send us?
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10 What plan does Jesus have for you
and me? Surely, God calls us to
worldly tasks, as well. The German
word for "profession”, Beruf, comes
from "calling"! He calls us into our
families, for example, to have

children, to nurture and strengthen
them, and to guide them on a good
path. God also calls us to
partnerships or to live alone.
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11 And God calls us to school,
training, and work, to earn our living calatl) g Ao yaal) | A U ey LaS
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12 When Jesus calls us,
commissions us, and sends us on a
particular task, we serve Him and the
people entrusted to us. Such service
IS hot a dull duty but something
exciting and beautiful: the meaning

of our lives; not the only meaning,
but a very important meaning of our
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13 Alongside the worldly plan that
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strongly”? What role do | have in the
church to strengthen the fellowship
of believers?
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14 What is my spiritual calling?
The worldly and spiritual plans
for life are inseparable. For my
66th birthday, | received many
beautiful wishes and gifts. In

one greeting, | was wished trust
in God's great plan for my life.
That touched me deeply.
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15 Now my calling as pastor of
our intercultural Kreuzkirche is
clear. But what happens when |
retire in a few months? What is
God's calling for my next years?

That is what | am asking and
searching for. | believe that
Jesus will give me the answer at
the right time.
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16 Get up, tell others about
Jesus, change your life, be
called and sent, serve. Jesus
does not leave us alone in this.
To Paul He says: "l will protect

you from your people and from
the people of the other
nations." (Acts 26:17a) And Paul
confesses: "God has helped me
to this day." (Acts 26:22a)
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17 This is the promise Jesus gives
to those He calls into His service:
He strengthens them along the
way, He helps them again and
again, and He does not leave them
alone. It is not automatically easy

when we follow Jesus' calling. It
becomes exciting and challenging
- and Jesus is always in the
background, catching us when we
are about to fall.
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18 Paul is called by Jesus. The
fanatical Pharisee, who holds the
law as the highest, becomes the
Apostle who is upheld and sent by
Jesus. From regulations that led
Paul to hatred, the message of
love, forgiveness of sins, and
eternal life emerges. In this light of
Jesus, we stand, we follow our
calling, or are in the process of
finding it, and thus find the
meaning of our lives. Amen!
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