INTRODUCTION FOR 30

1.Over the years, I have
repeatedly led faith courses for
and with people who were new
to the Christian faith. In these
courses, important Bible
passages from the New
Testament came up again and
again, and we acted out scenes
from them through mime.
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2.That 1s why today we also want to
watch some short scenes: In Luke
15, the son, who has reached rock
bottom both materially and morally,
encounters his merciful father. This
1s a parable of what God the Father
1s like toward us sinful human
beings.

According to Paul, at Jesus’ cross
there 1s a joyful exchange between
Jesus and the sinful person. In Mark
4, Jesus saves His disciples in a
severe storm - just as He repeatedly
helps us, too.
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3.In between, we will hear some
music: Kurdish music by Ahmad,

like at the Kurdish-Arab
afternoon; an Arabic song
performed by Rula and Nirmin
with Robert, like at the Arabic
church service; and Edgar

Kohler’s rendition of “Hallelujah”
by Leonard Cohen, like at the
Jesus film evening.
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20And he arose and went to his father. But u\S J‘ j M‘ é‘ ¢\A \3320

W -

while he was still a long way off, his father UM ¢ y\ o\ J ‘Jm d BY r‘j
saw him and was moved with compassion, and m j 4\33_}9 UAS
ran and embraced him, and ardently kissed \_b;\ ¢ @\ \A >]\ d\ssz 1

him. u.uj} X j CLJ.A‘JSJ ¢«LA-UJ‘ L.A
21And his son said to him, ‘Father, I have \;3\ dj Lb'c j :j N \_gw

sinned against heaven and before you, and I

am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
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‘Bring out a robe, the best robe, and ‘ jLA‘ j é \ L.A jY‘ ‘déj\

clothe him, and give him a ring for his Lﬁ \.AA\A

22But the father said to his servant, ‘ jﬁé JA‘ DJ-U-’J uy\ (J\ﬁﬁzz
2 2 i

hand and sandals for his feet;

> - 8
23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, J‘J UM'“M

and let us eat and be merry.

24For this my son was dead, but is alive
again; and he was lost, but 1s found.’

And they began to be merry.




1. In verses from Galatians, 2
Corinthians, and Romans, Paul
interprets what happened at the
crucifixion of Jesus as an exchange
between sinful humanity—all of us—
and Jesus, the Son of God, for the

benefit of us sinful humanity at Jesus'
expense. Jesus takes off the dirty coat
of sin from us sinful humanity and puts
it on himself. He does this because he
loves us sinners.
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2. Jesus dies on the cross as a
cursed sinner, representing us all.
We walk this path through
suffering and death with him.
Jesus' divine love and power
overcome sin and death and
reconcile the sinner with God. In

his resurrection, Jesus clothes us
with his divine righteousness and
indestructibility. And we trust in
him and now walk our path with
Jesus, our Savior.
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Him with them, as He was already in the ship; and

there were many other small ships with Him also.

37And a violent windstorm came up, and the
waves were crashing into the ship so forcefully that

1t was rapidly filling up.
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38Now He was at the stern sleeping on a cushion.

And they aroused Him, and said to Him, “Master,

don’t You care that we are perishing?”




39And after being awakened, He d\ﬁ 9 ¢ CA JJ\ J.QAA 13539
rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ( ' (;SJ‘ k_\S...n\ » - );Aﬂ/

“Silence! Be still.” And the wind died, c 3 & Jha 9 CA )j\

and there was a great calm. (’SJ\'J AN ﬁéj d\_al j40 eJ'LL
40And He said to them, “Why are you U\"M‘ u_\s Q\JS_Q, u&\;

so fearful? Why do you not have faith?” \.5 P | jﬂt&ﬁ 4 1 « Q ?Sj
41But they were afraid, and said to one | - ua;_’d S "g % 3 \ jj\-ﬂ 3 ‘\_AJL‘;
another 1n great fear, “Who then 1s this, h‘u‘ CA )J‘ U\A Q‘ VS }A U'A»
that even the wind and the sea obey «| ' ‘UM Jﬂ‘j

Him?”




Sermon for the Farewell Service on August 30, 2026 30.08.2026 »s: &‘433‘ dLic

1. A woman from the congregation recently \_u.c\..q; u.A u\M\ Lﬁh‘ LsJ.\JLm 1

asked me: “How are you feeling about your Uﬁ)& ?‘“‘J J)MT ﬁ"s ‘J;}A
:_\.Lm .J AC g4
upcoming farewell?” I could say many things LA

L@_mujcoJuSJjAbﬂéaﬂ\ \J.Qu.c

about this, including some contradictory feelings. I d_g_\\ 3 L:‘"““ TR I

would like to begin with something that has ) u—‘-héj‘ ‘& d‘ }L
PREN Al cg_m\ L;m N ;\_u..uy\_\

burdened us throughout the summer: I am angry i

that my wife, Anette, is not allowed to lead two or U\-{ \3‘ d ‘\_:f M‘)\AS
’ ’ 9 uJJE e J 3 58

three church services in the Kreuzkirche as a lay |7 J.@_u.: J.u.:p u.u}]‘ f L_i\.k.c SHOG
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\ \4@4 ‘\S.UAAJ.A ;\]\ ) DA u.m\_\ﬁ\

preacher over the next twelve months, and that the °J—"J

church district continues to uphold this ban.




u—“ﬁ cd}k\ o‘)ﬂd.md\@)\)muy\
o . @AJA ;.\.@_u\ o\AA e).uﬂ\_\ JM‘ u}f\
am at peace with 1t. I am looking forward VS AR , yid uJ‘ )uh QJL”‘ h\j
to retirement a little, especially to having }g\ S 3 @w SUA uy ialA 5

more time for my grandchildren, while at c‘u-w JM\ dowg 18 jj‘ uﬁ 9 GLSJ\AAY

2. I actually wanted to work longer,

but now that the time has come to stop, I

the same time I feel unemployed. I am sad d‘“‘: S sl L.e—ulsﬁ U‘L“Ay\ Sg

554“—‘) u‘ﬁ‘ e UJS‘ . u—U‘ o

will miss you. I will also miss preaching ! &.ﬁ d)\.u\j ('"‘3‘ ‘j ‘(’” il
regularly, organizing church services, and (,jr_\ u\ 5 «lalaadl g il LAl

teaching.

that I will no longer be your pastor, and I




3. I would gladly continue to be

involved in the Christian faith and 1n

helping refugees—but what could that "M\ s Ay BEY u\ uS.u

look like? Throughout the past few ‘mw‘ \-“y‘ J jL L;\J’-w
ks, [ have b d about D ‘JJS aga ) g cdlm F
weeks, I have been concerned abou "y ¢ 5 ' & RIE

what will happen to the Kreuzkirche. At ( | ub d,q\ 9 ;\; ) Lﬁﬂ cdh
the same time, I am hopeful that Pastor ‘J“J U‘d‘j ‘QJJ‘ u-“ﬂj‘j ¢ JJLA

ujjs.u.\u M.uﬁ‘ u.nJ;.Aj

M . .
eyer, the international pastor, Pastor “ oqhs I \L; m)ﬂ
Ritter, and the church council will form K ,,!, Al

a good team to lead the Kreuzkirche.




4, What has been and still is important to AL b \'2'@-‘“ ‘J \-‘“} U\S & |

me—as a person, as a Christian, and as a ‘)SJ ‘L':-AJ'“"“SJ ‘UL““\'S ‘uj
MM\ sl G(EL\.C L; Ca sn<“
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family. Since my school days, being involved Lé Ey Aa A 4.:4\..m L.\M‘ Ao ) Al

in current events and world affairs has been Lo g @b; O |2 Jﬁ V’J\'ﬂ‘ 5 aa s Al
part of my life. Since God rules the world, (;J\Jd\ (’SM Ls.ﬂ\ oA ) u\_\ (e j\ L_r“‘

politics and faith come together for me here. sz M\_\ u\_\s_\h u\.A.\Y\ 3 MM\ u\.e.

As someone who 1s passionate about the world " u\-*-“\-s ‘(__;J M\A 2 9 )AY‘ )2 L.r°'
L_u\.S c\_u\..qjuﬁum\.mome;@

the Kreuzkirche not only to talk about ‘J UJS‘ u\ °)-‘-‘S
. uc ERVEVERT S cculiall
refugees, but to be together with them and to ‘ N
U)S 3 fpeR u..u.cy dA ¢ \

pastor? Politics has always been a topic in my

around me, 1t has been a gift to me as pastor of

help them. 6‘*’“‘\"“‘5 ‘?@_‘A \_u)s




5. And 1t touches me not only to read
about Ukraine, Syria, Iran, and
Afghanistan, but to live here in the

Kreuzkirche with you—with people from

these countries—and to stand by your side.

As someone who lives a relatively
privileged life, I want to show solidarity
with people who are on the margins of our
society. As a Christian, I have taken a

particular message from Jesus to heart:
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6. “I was a stranger and you welcomed > & s J s .0

me.” (Matthew 25:35¢) Many people from ;13.:9] (35‘ 120 Lj:)\ (;:fjj:i\g

tl?e Kreuzkirche h.ave come from war., | l‘j s );j\ et | sile ylaly
violence, oppression, and a brutal religious R uw Ca dj < 3¢ JLGL‘AY‘ E
system based on laws. Therefore, a o sz‘; Aa )La u_u\ js U m\.s
sentence from Galatians 5:1 has become (e CalalS L_\;J.».a‘ SHA 9 u»\..d\

important to them and to me: “It 1s for dala ‘\-WB\ <l 511 ML)\:; alla )

freedom that Christ has set us free.” In our | « E—““"‘J‘ b)ﬁ 28 ‘UJJ» szj ?GJ
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political freedom, and we know that this LJJ cu\&q IS L; N 2] \J—“\ S

country, there 1s freedom of religion and

cannot be taken for granted, but 1s
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something important and precious.




7. What touched me particularly was Gyl ledie (ala JSa Sk ) |7
ubeall Gwi€ sl e o 5 o

. Christianit o ¢ (29 oJ\A.\.CUM\ u\.AJY\ UJJJJAA
experience Christianity as a religion o s ‘\-‘.4.41 ! ) ULQY\A. 6 G Al
freedom, and that feeli fe with J AT .

eeling safe with Jesus ah )y g ‘@L‘JQJ}HEH
makes them internally free from fears, e) g o };_.'4]\ 99 j_\_qj\ 9 8 j';j\ %

seeing that many people in the Kreuzkirche

constraints, and pressure concerning this Az 3lally j slaadl sdgy 3laty Land

life and the life after death. Jesus sets ol s O\""‘dw B uj'd |

U\SJ eSMj e.@.?.A REREN u.A PRI

— ” : - mu‘u\)ﬁ‘@ﬁ&\jdw
th t { At {

with them, with you. It was a great joy for | { E Y\j )

me to teach younger, interested people ] ;35 el u\_‘uy\ L;\ Ca w2l
about the Christian faith. )

people free. I discovered this anew together




8. It was and still 1s important to me
to build a congregation that allows
everyone to be free. A congregation in
which everyone can be who they are, in
which no particular way of life or
tradition 1s imposed, and in which we
try—and dare—to live as Christians in

every situation in life.
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9. The most important thing 1n all of
this for me 1s Jesus. Our faith, our lives,
and our church stand or fall with him. In
my search for what can sustain a person in
life, I consciously became a Christian 1n
my early twenties. Later, while studying
theology 1n Tiibingen, I discovered the
center of our faith: “I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave

himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
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especially together with you and wit e d A e ‘\M\AJ ‘ J.\S\

the international Christians—has filled e Sl 1a { s 5 Cae A4S0
my heart more and more deeply. Jesus 1s & gau ?J\"J‘ ;\;4\ alia 4 (e

10.  This has shaped my thinking ever

since and, over the years and decades—

present in my life. He stands by my ) any 4 Lf\"; 2 rala

side, makes me stronger, happier, )d‘j 6 jﬂj\ (D] g ‘L;U\A
@M‘j M\.A.Lj‘j

calmer, and braver.




11.  What has been and remains
especially important to me for us as people
who live with Jesus? Paul says: “For 1t 1s
with the heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you
profess your faith and are saved.” (Romans
10:10) I have accompanied many
international Christians to court hearings
concerning their right to asylum as
converted Christians, for example people

from Iran seeking asylum in Germany.
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12. In these situations, it 1s and has

been important to put one’s faith into

words in such a way that the ot

1CT

person can feel that Jesus and t

Christian faith are close to one

he

’s heart

and are decisive for one’s life. The other

person may be a judge, an official from

the Federal Office, a friend, or a

stranger.
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13.  As Christians, we have repeatedly
practiced and learned how to confess
our faith with words. In this way, we
have become a confessing congregation.
And the Kreuzkirche 1s a praying
congregation. Jesus says: “If you ask for
anything in my name, I will do 1t.”
(John 14:14) What 1s important to me
here 1s that we pray for inner peace, for

strength, and for courage.
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14.  And we pray for Jesus to intervene
in the concrete problems of our lives. We
believe and experience that he really does
intervene, and that our lives become
different and better through his
intervention. I experienced this for many
years at the door of the vicarage, when I

often gave food vouchers to people from

Eastern Europe and prayed for their needs.
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15.  As a pastor, it was and still 1s
important to me, in living with Jesus, to
focus on confession of faith, prayer—and
the congregation. Jesus says: “I will build
my church.” (Matthew 16:18) When my
wife Anette and I came to the Kreuzkirche
162 years ago, I found a lively German
congregation here. During the first few
years, it was important to me that our
congregation be a place of dialogue about

the questions and 1ssues of our time.
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16.  When many refugees came to O3l e S oy Ladie 516
e\.c mus\.é))u}gl\ J sa 5l

ila el Blasl <2014
established a large “Network for Refugees” g_\\.c s ol A\_ud\j SR IATA(

here alongside our church services and UJ_AM\ e.cﬂ S J.uS ‘\SJ.M c:\.ug.'\ﬁ\

congregation groups. As more and more 22 J\-‘JJ‘ &R ?@J‘; L“"“J
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Bremerhaven from 2014 onward, we

people converted to Christianity, this
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17.  We became a congregation with a

special focus on international Christians. I'still | i~ e J“LA g . Ofaldd) calisa . CHe (e

stand behind the path we took, but I recognize d}"“jﬂ °USJ;“‘ J& {M f)-uu \-"-“3*“ J—‘j
Ax sl 13 of Wl T3 il el 7

that this new focus was experienced by people 4.,44 R ( \_m._u; N Js\ d’“ Ay Jéj\
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content whatever the circumstances.” L“JSJ “cs“’ dS M—‘-‘ﬁ‘ 0 J"";‘
e : : \A\A\ C\AJ\ CJS]D‘\_\.\LQ\;\AJ\
(Philippians 4:12) Highs and lows, conflict and U—U‘ S ASJ (Zile) 3 g GMA § (daraa
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aside—and I am sorry about that. As pastor of




18. Inrecent years, we have 43)..3';;}[\ ) gl JAs 18
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developed from a congregation mainly

consisting of Farsi- and Arabic-speaking

Ukrainians, Kurds, and Christians from \_u.c\.,q; uam.a\ |ASa 9. \_m Jﬁ\ Lﬁ

Africa. In this way, we have become SHE E U LENE &g le ;m )-\S‘

even more colorful and diverse.




19. Inrecent years, there has been a
struggle with the church district over the
structural and congregational future of the
Kreuzkirche. We have experienced a shift
in power within our church, away from the
congregation and toward the church
district. The church district often

0’ to decisions made by the

responded “n
church council and made decisions about
our affairs against our wishes. Is this 1n
accordance with the will of the one who

wants to build his church?
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20. Alln all, I can say: I found my

dream congregation in the Kreuzkirche Cude ‘\_@4 (,J;\ ER L.rd‘ MSJ\

and experienced what Paul says: “I can L—L"’AU» u—dy LJJ*UM 416 Lo L;wﬁ-u
LAJ g_uS cojs]\ Lg.ﬂ‘

do all this through him who gives me RIS 4-@‘}“ uh 17,213 JJ
strength.” (Philippians 4:13) Again and CilS Al (1 3 :4 Lrﬂ.\ﬂ) « .<abassll
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in, th ety _and
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Jesus was and is there, and that he Al JJAY‘ 3 ¢, u\ Al é : :5:: ¥
brings things to a good end.




21.  What has been and remains M\A LZ@-A d‘ )4 M 9 U\S 21
important to me is this: to be engaged 8 L_sﬁ gy \4\""‘“‘ U)S‘ U‘ L;

with the world around us, to practice U““\""’J‘ J\"“‘ U‘J (adla )

solidarity and freedom 1n the spirit of ‘i}“‘“ 5"] L s MJ;J ‘5

Jesus, to live with and through Jesus in
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pray to him, and, with his Holy Spirit, I }L:u " Sl s )]\ > L,Lé‘j‘

to continue developing our congregation .J‘ )M\A A Al g \_u.c\.AA
again and again.

good times and bad, to receive strength

from him, to confess our faith in him, to




22. “How are you feeling about your SEIBY 6’33‘} O ad aly 22
upcoming farewell?” I was asked some d‘}“‘j ‘ A 28« &‘JJJ | J‘;j‘“ e
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gratitude. I am grateful that, together L;‘ ‘Lr“y W u\-‘MY‘ A
with my beloved wife Anette, with < u_,j\ ‘m\ a I I i ) s

time ago. Above all, I am full of

whom I complemented each other ¢ QA\ Oy JS ua:_d\ Lcaxy JaSS
delaall s 42X jo KA

have accomplished only half as much, I g_uS Ll ‘uyj} I LGJ ;US MUJ ‘
Alad Lo Caaiy V) L e )50

wonderfully and without whom I could

was able to serve this wonderful

congregation as 1ts shepherd.




23. I am grateful for all of you whom
I had the opportunity to meet and with

whom I was able to shape and live out

this congregation, together with the
church council, many people working U“M UA\A'“‘Y‘ jj‘”'d‘

a&w\gﬁu}\}YJ\y\S
professionally and voluntarily, and all Criaa U g L.?“‘ IS 3485 . c\_g\_,q;j\

those who have been part of it. Above U‘*’ASJ 42 g (_}f jﬂjﬁ & | “&
Y-

,:u.d\ :
all, I am grateful to Jesus, who, through )J doadl Cad jj uﬁ 5 ‘uj

his Holy Spirit, allowed me to walk this ‘—’\SJJ “L;‘d S

winding, difficult, and wonderful path.




24. I am hopeful about the future

Jiia e

with Jesus 1n view: the future of the

Kreuzkirche and the future of Anette ‘d“)“ d*“ Oy oY) Llile C‘“
. . s I n Y5 OS ¢ s 2e il
and me with our family now that we are ot &l Al 1_; | 5 Linila sz‘

entering retirement. Jesus 1s and will L_,—d\ U\AM‘ Q-\AA ) )-LJJ u‘

L\J‘ ej’..\ (A’ g\.;} \AJL_\A_\

remain at our side and at your side. And &l J J
4 LJSA-@A‘}AG]&UJJJLSUJSMCM
so, 1n all the challenges we face, we can LASJ 1 x de ,}, :S\j g_a\.m;_d\ A

remain hopeful and, with Jesus, we will @‘L““'“‘» (BREY ‘J}“UJ‘ d)“

@Lﬂ) « L;u)sacgﬂ\ E_u.u.d\ @ “cs“‘
be able to overcome every challenge. ™ (1 3 :4

(Philippians 4:13) Amen.
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