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2. The line drawing of the 2
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3. The new things that God
wants to give us have two
sides. The future side, the new
heaven and the new earth, 1s
mentioned in the reading from
Revelation 21. The present
side of the new things that

God 1s creating 1s explained by
Pastor Weber 1in his sermon.
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3And I heard a great voice from RS
heaven say, “Behold, the tabernacle ' 555 M6 Lladll e
of God 1s with men; and He shall

dwell with them, and they shall be

His people; and God Himself shall

be with them and be their God.




4And God shall wipe away
every tear from their eyes; and
there shall not be any more
death, or sorrow, or crying;
neither shallthere be any more
pain, because the former

things have passed away.”

5And He Who sits on the
throne said, “Behold, I make
all things new.” Then He said
to me, “Write, for these words
are true and faithful.”
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6And He said to me, “It 1s

d
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one. I am Alpha and Omega,
ne Beginning and the End. To

¢

ne one who thirsts, I will give

freely of the fountam of the
water of life.

7The one who overcomes shall
inherit all things; and I will be

his God, and he shall be My
Son.
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Sermon for 31 December 2025 on the Annual
Bible Verse Revelation 21:5
Dear congregation,

1.A new year lies ahead of us. Even for those
who have already filled their calendars with
appointments for the coming year, it still feels
fresh and untouched. Others, on the other
hand, are relieved that for this one moment, at
least, there are no appointments, no meetings,

no duties, no tasks.
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2. At least for this moment, the new
year feels like a blank slate. Many of us
look back today - on a year full of highs

and lows. For some, 1t may have been a

year of farewells, worries, or stagnation.

For others, perhaps it was a year of
gratitude, new beginnings, and happy
encounters. And now, we stand at the

threshold of a new year.
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3. We ask ourselves: What will it @

bring? Will we preserve our health? uj‘ A ﬁl\ )9 WA TR RV WS

Will a great new happiness await us? ?’dj L ale 4 ) “‘J.JJ |
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Will something change, or will

everything stay the same? Into these
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questions, God speaks to us: "Behold, I
make all things new." (Revelation 21:5).

This 1s a powerful statement.




4. A promise, a vow, greater than all
our resolutions for the new year. It
comes from the last book of the Bible -
the Book of Revelation. There, John
paints a picture of God’s new world.
There will be no more tears, death will
be a thing of the past, suffering and pain
will end. But this promise, this vow, 1s
not just for the end of all time - 1t

applies today.
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3. This promise applies also to the
beginning, to this transition into the new
year. It applies to your life - here and
now. Before the start of a new year, a
lot of pressure 1s often put on us: "Now
you have to quit smoking" - "You have
to eat better" - "You need to take better
care of yourself" - "You have to
exercise more" - "You should spend less

time on your phone" - and so on.
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6. These are all good and worthy
resolutions. But God's statement begins
differently. It doesn’t start with a

command, but with a promise. It doesn’t

say "You shall" or "You must", but "I

will". This shift in perspective -. this

change 1n focus - 1s what matters.
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7. But we also realize: It’s not so
stmple. This "You shall" or "You must"
1s so deeply ingrained 1n us that we have
a hard time letting go of 1t. What keeps
us from focusing on God’s promise?
God says: "I make all things new." Not
you. The newness doesn’t come from
your strength, but from God’s hand.
That brings relief.
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8. And 1t gives hope - especially to
those who feel "I can't do this alone", "I
am tired", "I carry so much of the old
with me". God speaks to you: "You
don’t have to do this on your own - I
will begin anew with you." The annual
verse 1S a strong promise, a great vow.
As a powerful word from God, 1t gives
us hope and encourages us to break free

from the old.
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9. The new that God has 1n store for us @
can be received with gratitude. However, d\s.u‘}[\ |2 \.iaJ\ A A j]\ |24
the phrase "making all things new" .'53,4,3%1‘ ZRT| uj‘

requires some clarification. Certainly, US” g Ly &\4; A g
where God makes this promise, it’s not

about something small, but something

great. At the end of time, at the end of the

world, 1t’s about the whole. But this

"whole" and "great" might become

overwhelming if we immediately apply it

to our daily lives.



10. If we begin to imagine what "all L
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11. But often, 1t’s not about the
whole, not about "everything", but
about something entirely different.
God’s newness 1s often quiet, tender,
almost unnoticeable: a gesture of
reconciliation where silence had reigned
for so long, a first step toward
forgiveness; a new perspective on
oneself - through God’s eyes; a prayer

after a long time.
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12.  God’s new work often begins small
- but 1t carries eternal power. Just as the
new year begins with a single day, God’s
new work can begin with a single thought,
a conversation, a moment of silence. A
help for this perspective on God and His
promise can be found in another word from
the annual verse. For God doesn’t just say

"I make all things new". he also says

"Behold".

(1 (2]

9 JLJ\ sl Lﬁ )JJ.MM K
ol

Ced el o el s ]

OB ata @ Yy g @easay-d




13. This i1s a word that appears [T] m
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spectacular. It can be found, for
example, 1n the faithfulness of someone
who stays by our side, no matter what

happens.




14.  Or newness happens in the
strength to take the next step after a
great loss - or in a community that
carries us. God invites us to step 1nto
the new year with open eyes. Not blind
with fear, not cynical from
disappointment. But hopeful - because

God has said "I make all things new".
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15. Dear congregation, the new year

lies ahead of us - and we don’t yet know
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hat 1t will bring. God speaks: "I make

1 things new." Surely there are people

ho would love to leave behind their

circumstances or memories of past

times completely. But for most of us,

it’

s not about completely turning our

lives upside down; 1t’s enough if just

one thing changes and becomes new.
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16. If you take a moment and think
about what that one thing 1s that should
become new - what would 1t be? Please
take a moment in silence and think
about where 1n your life God should

help bring change 1n the new year.

'Silence]
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17.  The annual verse on the card 1s
meant to remind you: God 1s here. God
makes all things new. Let us entrust

ourselves to Him with that one thing

that should become new! Not only on

New Year’s Eve - but every new day.

Amen!
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