Sermon for 5 July 2026

Dear brothers and sisters,

1 Today we have baptized two children
and five adults. All of the adult new
Christians have expressed their
Christian faith with a brief confession.
Mohammed and Rosella, who are

taking part in our "Baptism Plus”
program today, will also do this soon.
This morning | would like to share three
things that are especially important to
me in my faith right now, based on these
passages from Scripture.
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2 God says: "As a mother comforts
her child, so will | comfort you."
(Isaiah 66:13a) Three weeks ago,
Anette and | visited our daughter
Davina and our grandson Junis in
Hamburg. Junis is one and a half
years old. He is no longer a baby and
already walks very well. We spent
time together at a playground, where
Junis climbed on the play equipment
and played in the sand.
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3 | thoroughly enjoyed playing with
him using his sand toys. He could
see that his mother trusted me - her
father - and because of that, Junis
trusted me too, even though he does
not see me very often. But when he
fell over and started crying, Grandpa
was no longer enough. Then Junis
wanted only to be in his mother's
arms, and there he was quickly
comforted.
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4 The relationship between my
daughter and her son reminds me of
the relationship between Jesus and
us. Davina always kept an eye on
Junis, even when she looked at her
phone for a moment, and she was
iImmediately there whenever he
cried. That is how it is with Jesus and
us. He watches over us, and when we
are afraid or in trouble, he iIs there.
He takes us into his arms and
protects us.
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9 Junis has complete trust in his
mother. Whenever something
happens, he turns to her first for help
and comfort. Applied to our
relationship with Jesus, that is what
faith means: bringing everything that

weighs us down or frightens us to
Jesus and expecting help and
strength from Him before anyone
else. Junis does not understand
everything his mother does.
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6 For example, when she puts his
play trousers on before he goes into
the sandbox so he will not get dirty,
ne does not like it. But in the end, he
lets her do it because he knows that
Nis mother wants what is best for

We cannot always understand
everything we experience in the light
of His love. Yet we trust that
everything he does for us comes
from His love for us.

him. It Is the same with us and Jesus.
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[/ Jesus is our

Lord, and we are his

children. A toddler who can already

walk but still d

epends on his mother

or father for comfort, help, and
support is, to me, a wonderful
picture of us. We cannot see Jesus,
yet we need Him in everything. He is
always with us and always there for
us. "As a mother comforts her child,
so will | comfort you." (Isaiah 66:13a)
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8 "The Lord is faithful, and he will
strengthen you and protect you from the
evil one." (2 Thessalonians 3:3) Every
morning during my prayers | sing a hymn,
for example the morning hymn God of
Heaven and Earth (EG 445). The second
verse says:

"God, | thank you from my heart

That throughout this night you kept me
Safe from danger, fear, distress, and pain,
And that the evil enemy's deceit

Has gained no power over me."

That last line means: evil has not gained
power over me.
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9 Now, | sleep well, | a

m healthy, and

| do not live in a country at war, so my
nights are generally quite safe. Yet
these words came back to me as |
looked back on the development of

our international cong
were times when it wa
certain that this churc
future. People who dic
favorably on it almost

regation. There
s not at all

N would have a
not look

orevailed.
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10 Thinking about this, | thanked God
that "the evil enemy's deceit has
gained no power over me". Our
Kreuzkirche will continue on a good
path into the future. Often we simply
face problems and obstacles. But
sometimes it is more than that. There
are destructive powers that threaten
us. They are driven by evil intentions,
even if those involved are not aware
of it themselves.
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11 We see this "deceit of the evil
enemy" in politics, where - as in
many of your home countries - brutal
dictators oppress and threaten their
people. But even in the smaller
settings of everyday life there are evil
Intentions that wound lives and
damage faith. Who helps us in such
difficult situations? “"The Lord is
faithful. He will strengthen you and
protect you from the evil one."”
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12 Jesus is able to help us. We do
not carry His protection as though it
were an absolute guarantee that
nothing bad can ever happen. We
still experience fear and often do not
know how things will turn out. But we
call on Jesus and trust that,
especially in dangerous situations,
He will make sure that evil does not
gain power over us.
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13 So far we have spoken about faith
- that Jesus comforts us like a mother
and protects us from evil. But
Christian faith is also about how we
live. "Follow God's example,
therefore, as dearly loved children,
and walk in the way of love."
(Ephesians 5:1-2)
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14 The Letter to the Ephesians gives
practical instructions for husbands,
wives, and slaves. These words were
written two thousand years ago for a
society in which the submission of
women to men and slavery were
taken for granted. What s
remarkable is that Christian love
enters precisely into those
relationships of inequality. Men and
women, slaves and masters alike are
all called to live in love.
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15 Today, both slavery and the legal
subordination of women have, not
least through the influence of
Christianity, become things of the
past in Germany. What we can still
learn from these instructions is this:
Christians can live faithfully in every
age, every culture, and every social
setting. Living as a Christian does not
mean that Christians in every time
and place must all do exactly the
same things.
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16 Nor does it simply mean following
the standards of either a traditional
or a modern society. Living as a
Christian means shaping our lives
according to Jesus and fulfilling the
values of our own culture in a spirit of
love.

L iy Y Gass 5S35 01 .16
St Ol b caatinall i) 8 &Ll
O Lega ¢ s JUa e dana;




17 Let me give one exam
Christian may be marriec

nle. An adult
or

divorced. He or she may

ive alone or

have relationships that are shorter in

duration. The decisive qu

estion is not

the outward circumstances in which

someone lives as a Christian. What

matters is what he or she

makes of

those circumstances: whether they
are lived in trust in Jesus and with

Jesus as their example.




18 God says: "As a mother comforts
her child, so will | comfort you." Like a
loving mother, Jesus is there for us.
"The Lord is faithful. He will
strengthen you and protect you from
the evil one." With Jesus, evil does
not gain power over us - and that is
our prayer. "Follow God's example...
and walk in the way of love." To live
with Jesus and to live in love - that is
what the Christian life is all about.
Amen!
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