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1 Today, we want to talk about a man 1
whose life raises a profound question alal 4l Lzt Ja ) e haadi (g 4y 5 0 51l
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who that person can become through Oy sla 8 e 1aa Slad fay o adatis
the grace of God. This means that God
can begin a completely new chapter in
a person’s life.




2 And when we look at the life of Paul 2
today, we encounter one of the most Liclal aa ¢l 50 Bl (M) @ gall i Ladie
Impressive examples of this truth in o Aaall sl o 1580 ALY ST (e 13al
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At the start of his journey, he stood Led Gl g Sl syl
on a completely different side. But
God did not end Paul’s story where
Paul was at that moment.




3 And perhaps that is exactly why the
story of Paul is not merely the story
of a great apostle. It is a story of hope
for every person who believes that
they can no longer change. Today, we
want to see how God transformed

Paul’s life and how Paul himself
explains that the message he
received did not come from human
beings, but from God. So, let us take
a look together at a few verses from
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.
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Galatians 1:11-24

11 For | would have you know, brothers,
that the gospel that was preached by
me Is not man's gospel.

12 For | did not receive it from any man,
nor was | taught it, but | received it
through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 For you have heard of my former life

In Judaism, how | persecuted the
church of God violently and tried to
destroy it.

14 And | was advancing in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my
people, so extremely zealous was | for
the traditions of my fathers.
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15 But when he who had set me O o8 Al cdl) Wl (S Y 0
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17 nordid | go up to Jerusalem to
those who were apostles before

me, but | went away into Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus.




18 Then after three years | went
up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas
and remained with him fifteen
days.

19 But | saw none of the other
apostles except James the Lord's
brother.

20 (In what | am writing to you,
before God, | do not lie!)

21 Then | went into the regions of
Syria and Cilicia.
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22 And | was still unknown In
person to the churches of
Judea that are in Christ.

23 They only were hearing it
said, "He who used to
persecute us is how
preaching the faith he once
tried to destroy."

24 And they glorified God
because of me.
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Sermon by Lector Sajjad Taghidoust — 23
August 2026 — Galatians 1:11ff

1 Paul’s Letter to the Galatians is one
of the most important of Paul’s letters.
One could even say that itis one of the
most important writings of the
Christian faith. Paul wrote this letter to
confront the false teachers who had
entered the churches in Galatia. They
claimed that faith in Jesus Christ alone
was not sufficient and that, in
addition, one had to fully observe the
Jewish law.
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2 Paul wanted to make it clear to
them that the Gospel he
preached was not a human
system of thought. It came
neither from Greek philosophy
nor from Jewish tradition. Nor had

he adopted it from the other
apostles. Rather, he had received
It through divine revelation,

through the revelation of Jesus
Christ.
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3 According to his own statement, the
Gospel that Paul preached was not a
human gospel. He had neither received
this message from a human being nor
developed or interpreted it himself. Rather,
It was the result of divine revelation that he
had received from God and from Jesus
Christ. God Himself wanted to speakto
people through Paul and pass His message
on to them. A man who had once served
the Jewish faith reached a point where he
became a servant of Christ. Therefore, he
can be described as the first great
missionary and one of the most significant
preachers of the Christian faith.
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4 In the Book of Acts, we read that
Christ appeared to Paul on the road to
Damascus. Afterward, Paul was blind
for three days. Many believe that it was
precisely during these three days that
he received the true Gospel through
divine revelation. When Ananias finally

laid his hands on him and his eyes were
opened again, his entire world had
changed. He saw the world with new
eyes. As the lranian poet Sohrab
Sepehri says: “One must wash one’s
eyes and see the world differently.”

ebs el o Jus ) Jlee ] i 3158 4

8 Ay s (e () @kl (S Gl sl

a3 0588 ns ol A Bl e (al 5
Janiy) 4l L_;.L.s:\ |aas A5 e\.\‘)f\ oda DA
s Latic 5 oalY) DY) A (pe siall
(2 (e olie Caaid) g | pal agle apy Lalia
C)J:"“.?M-"J\ Lgijﬁ )SMJSAJSA.A\.:: Q\S
Gl g (oY) el Jon LS 5 saas
Al (5 55 (psandl Jund O iy 15 e




S A strong argument for believing this
account is the complete transformation in
Paul’s life. After this event, he began to
preach. He proclaimed things that were
completely contrary to his previous beliefs.
He spoke about truths that had really only
been known to the disciples and apostles.
The man who had once been an enemy of
Christianity suddenly proclaimed Christ as
though he had lived with Him for many years
and known Him personally. Such a profound
transformation can hardly be explained in
human terms. Paul had previously been a
deeply devout Jew. He was convinced that a
person could find the way to salvation with
God only by keeping the Jewish law.
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6 When we speak about the religious
fanaticism in which Paul had
previously been trapped, we recognize
how destructive it can be. A fanatic
says: “Only my faith is true. | will allow
nothing else.” When Paul saw that
some of his fellow believers were

becoming Christians, he was deeply
disturbed. He decided to eradicate
Christianity by every possible means
and to fight against it without honestly
engaging with its message.
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7 Even today, we repeatedly witness the
terrible consequences of religious
fanaticism. In the name of God, people
fight one another and commit serious
crimes. But when Paul recognized the
truth, he laid aside his fanaticism and
openly confessed that truth. He repented
of his former behavior and placed his entire
life in the service of Christ. He was not
afraid of being judged by others. He feared
neither persecution nor suffering. Nor was
he discouraged by the fact that Christians
at that time were only a small minority. For
he had found the light.
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8 Through this event that happened to
Paul, he came to a profound
realization: God’s plan for humanity
had been revealed in a new way. Until
the coming of Christ, the goal was for
human beings to know God. All the
prophets and messengers of God

came to bring people closer to God
and also to reveal to human beings
who they themselves were: Where
does humanity come from? Why is it in
this world? And who created it?
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9 They were meant to lead people
to know God and to be grateful to
Him. But now God wanted to save
numanity. Through the sending of
His Son, God’s plan for the
salvation of humanity became

visible. That is why it was easier for
the Jews, who already knew God
and were familiar with the
Scriptures, to understand this
message than it was for the
Gentiles.
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10 Paul says: “|l was formerly stricter
and more zealous than many of you. |
followed all the religious regulations
and the law precisely, and | fought
against and oppressed everyone who
opposed my convictions. But through

the help of the Holy Spirit, | came to
the truth that this is not the way.
There is only one way: faith in Jesus
Christ.”
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11 Paul says: “God chose me. He had a
plan for me from the beginning.” But what
did God actually see in him? He had been
an enemy of the believers. What did God
see in him that caused Him to choose him?
After his encounter with Christ, Paul
devoted himself to Christ with the same
determination and zeal, perhaps even with
greater dedication, as he had previously
devoted himself to his Jewish faith. He
placed his entire life at Christ’s service. He
traveled to many different cities,
experienced much persecution and
suffering, but he never became weary. In
the end, he even gave his life for Christ.
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12 I would like to share a personal testimony
with you. When | was still very young, in fact, in
the first grade of elementary school, there was
a church on the street where our school was
located. For a while, it became our habit for me
and some friends to take turns every day going
to the church door, knocking on it, and then
running away. From a distance, we watched as
the door opened, someone looked outside,
looked around, and then closed the door
again. And every time we repeated this game
with childish delight, even though we were
disturbing the person in the church. At that
time, the church was an unfamiliar and
forbidden place for many people, and no one
was simply allowed to enter.
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13 One day, it was one of my friends’ turn
again. He knocked on the door, and
apparently the person was standing right
behind it, because the door opened
iImmediately. We were already about to run
away, but my friend, who was standing
directly in front of the door, froze and could
not escape. From a distance, we saw him go
Into the church, and the door closed behind
him. We were afraid and wondered whether
something would happen to him. What
should we do now? The school bell rang, and
we went to class while our friend was still in
the church. We were afraid to tell our teacher
about it.
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14 After about half an hour, we
suddenly saw our friend come into the
classroom. He was completely calm
and relaxed. After class, we asked
him: “What happened?” He told us
that a kind man had opened the door
nim: “Would you like me to

and asked
show you the church from the inside?”
This man showed him the beauty of
the church interior and told him about
the cross, the windows, and the
pictures and decorations on the walls.

slad Wl Aol Caal gad 22y 14
Gala oS caall ) Jany L
G S i LS R
\AALJ v\;) Qi \AJ.\AU (faa 1alay
Ll ol e i day alla g Gl
Jao i dlld o) jl 5 «SdaIAl (e AuaySl
o A3 g ¢ JAN (e S Jlas
a5 ) sall 5 241 3l 5 culiall
Ol e 83 g 5l




15 At that time, | would have very much
liked to one day receive permission to
see this building from the inside myself,
but that never happened. Many years
passed. Perhaps | sometimes thought
that one day | would visit a church as a
tourist and see it from the inside. But |
never would have imagined that |, who as
a child had disturbed a church, would
one day stand in a church of God and
preach. Yes, perhaps God had prepared
exactly this path for me. God is always
planning something that goes far beyond
our imagination, and He leads us there
step by step.
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16 | had a friend who always told
me: We human beings make our
own plans for our lives, and God
also has a plan for us. But the
plan God has prepared for our
lives is always better and is for

our good. And in the end, that
very plan becomes reality.
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17 When news of Paul’s conversion
reached the various cities and people
heard about it, Paul was already well
known to them. They knew how strongly
he had opposed Christians. But when
they heard what had happened, they said
something very remarkable. They did not
say “Paul, you have finally found the
truth. We are proud of you.” No, they
glorified God. This sentence in this
passage has touched me deeply: They
glorified God because of him. This
means that |, too, can live and act as a
Christian in such a way that | glorify God
and bring Him joy.
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18 This is not surprising at all. For
when we see a person with a past
like Paul’s who has been completely
transformed in this way, we ask
ourselves: What happened to him?
What, or who, brought about this

transformation? And the only
possible answer is: It must be a
power greater than the human being
himself. It was the power of God that
brought about this profound
transformation in his life.
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19 Many people opposed Paul and said:
“Until yesterday he was a radical Jew,
and today he is preaching the Gospel
and even criticizing us.” But Paul’s
whole concern was to make it clear to
everyone that God’s salvation comes
from His love and grace. We do not have

to fulfill a law or perform certain works
under compulsion in order to receive
His approval. This is very important: You
would never ask someone who brings
you a birthday present: “How much do |
have to pay you for this gift?”
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20 Let me tell you a story. One day, two
people got married. The man was very
strict. Every day he wrote a list of tasks that
his wife had to complete: for example,
cooking the meals, cleaning the house,
organizing his clothes, and many other
things. These forced tasks were a great
burden for the woman, and her life became
iIncreasingly difficult. After several years,
her husband died. Some time later, the
woman met another man. This time, she
married for love, and they lived in a loving
relationship with one another.
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22 Yes, the missing element in Paul’s life
was one thing: love. Paul had worshiped
God throughout his entire life, but he had
not had a loving relationship with Him. He
tried to establish a relationship with his
God by keeping the law. But now he had
found love and discovered the way to have

a real relationship with God. Perhaps one
day someone will come into our lives and
say something like: “What are you actually
doing? What have you made of your life?
Where are you going?” Perhaps that very
moment will cause us to reflect and
change our lives.

Bls A 13 g8a S A yaiall cani 22
odse e 28 Ll 1aa) 5 Ul IS (s
Ao 43 aday i 0S5 o (531 A il J sk
O A p8l1 adat DA (e Jslag IS5 Aona
Lndl 2m s (V1 4D 4g) pe Be i

058 ol AR (e aadaien (53 (g phall CalS)
i Lo sy Sb Ly Al e Agiiia d8Dle 4l
Bley 1Jie 3 le W Jsiy g Wil 315k 8

el ol ) Selilany ilad 13Le $AEESY & Jais
AL sand gl Alaall) oda (oS5 Lay g . bl

Wi ity il ) ks )




23 Today, God gives you new strength
from heaven. Today, God is here to
give new strength and new life to those
who are weary. Today, God is here to
comfort all those who are grieving.
This is God’s promise: Even if | fall
again and again, God will lift up those

who have fallen. The same Spirit who
raised Jesus from the dead, the same
Spirit who freed Paul from his sins and
transformed his life, is also able today
to free you from all your suffering and
pain. Amen!
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Prayer by Sajjad , 23 August 2026

1 God, | thank You for the grace You
have given to Your believers, and for
giving us faith so that we may live for
the glory of Your name. | thank You for
my salvation and my rebirth, and | pray
that Your light and Your kingdom may
always be present in my life. Teach us

to recognize Your will and to act
according to it. Give us the strength to
live uprightly and worthily according to
Your will and to glorify Your name.
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2 Lord, | pray for those who need Your
presence, for those who are facing
difficulties, suffering, illness, and
hardship. | pray that You would reveal
Yourself to them and let the light of
faith shine in their hearts. For no light
IS as beautiful and glorious as Your

light. Your light is eternal. It is the balm
for every pain and the hope in the
midst of all hopelessness.
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3 Father, | ask You: Just as Jesus
Christ rose from the darkness and
overcame the darkness, so save me,
my friends, the people of my
homeland, and all people throughout
the world from this darkness that
Satan has brought forth, so that we
may gather together again and praise
and worship You. For worship
belongs to You, and You alone are
worthy to receive it.
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4 My God, Jesus, King of all kings,
today we come into Your
presence and ask You to fill our
hearts with Your love, Your mercy,
and Your forgiveness, so that no
temptation and no stumbling may

gain power over us. We ask this of
You with grateful hearts. Amen!
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